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This  13  the  second  of  a  series  of  preliminary  reports  contain- 
ing factual  inforLiation  on  retailer  and  consumer  demand  for  apples 
and  other  fruits  during  three  different  periods  of  the  1939~^0 
season.    These  reports  -also  contain  information  on  seasonal  compe- 
tition "between  apples  and  other  fruits  at  retail  in  New  York  City. 
The  first  report  was  issued  in  September    19^'+0,'  and  covered  weekly 
sales  of  apples  and  other  fruits  through  1,5^3  retail  outlets  of 
various  kinds  during  August-    19"39»  2j    Readers  are  referred  to  that 
report  for  a  statement  of  the  "background  of  this  study.     This,  the 
November  report,  deals  with  weekly  sales  of  apples  and  other  fruits 
through  L516  retail  outlets  of  various  kinds  during  November  1939* 
The  third  report  wilT  cover-  sales  during  March  19^0.    These  prelimi- 
nary reports  contain'  information  about  several  fruits  from  many  pro- 
ducing areas.    The  practical  application  of  these  data  to  each  fruit 
and  each  area  differs  in  important'  ways.    Time  and  space  do  not  per- 
mit an  attempt  at  relating  the  data  to  the  problems  in  each  area. 
These  reports  are,  therefore,  limited  largely  to  presenting  the 
data  as  factual  information  without  interpretations. 


Note.  -  This  study  was . made  possible  by  the  wholehearted  support 
and  assistance  of  chain-store  and  independent  retailers  in  Nev/  York 
City.    To  the  corporate  chain-grocery  systems  and  the  independent 
retailers  v;h-o  so  graciously  cooperated,  '  the  authors  express  grate- 
ful appreciation.  ■ 

!_/  Rasmussen,  i-i.P.r,  «iuifslund,  F.A.,  and  Cake,  E.W.,   "Some  Facts 
Concerning  Competition  Between  Apples  and  Other  Fruits  at  Retail, 
New  York  City,  August  1939-.  "  FCA  Misc.  Report  No.  25,  7^  pp.,  19^0 
(mimeo . ) . 


SOUi-.CS  OF  DA2A 


This  preliminary  report  is  based  on  data  obtained  in  Hew  York 
City  during  November  1939 t  fron  U22  independent  fruit  and  vegetable 
stores,  3^1  independent  {;;rocery  stores,  3I9  pushcart  and  public 
market  stall  operators,  277  chain  grocery  stores,  71  wagon  or  motor 
hucksters,  and  66  meat  markets.  2/    The  sampling  of  retail  outlets 
was  done  in  such  a  manner  as  to  obtain  a  cross-section  of  retail 
fruit  outlets  in  areas  representing  each  of  the  various  family-income 
levels  in  the  four  large  boroughs. 

Only  those  retail  outlets  which  handled  fresh  fruits  during 
November  1939 »  were  included  in  this  survey.    This  fact  should  be 
borne  in  mind  in  interpreting  data  throughout  the  report. 

DOLLAR  VOLUi'IE  01  SALES,  EY  TYPES  01  EETAIL  OUTLETS 

Of  the  outlets  included  in  this  survey,  independent  meat  mar- 
kets ranlred  first  in  dollar  sales  of  frviits  and  vegetables  per  out- 
let ($285  per  week).    They  were  followed  closely  by  independent 
fruit  and  vegetable  stores  ($2^0  per  week).    Chain  grocery  stores 
.were  third  ($223  vreekly).    Wagon  or  motor  hucksters  v/ith  sales  of 
$119  per  v/eek  and  independent  grocery  stores  with  sales  of  $118  per 
vreek  v;ere  close  competitors  for  fourth  place.    Pushcart  3/  oper- 
ators v/ere  lov/est  with  sales  of  $80  per  week  (table  l).    Fruit  and 
vegetable  sales  made  up  1^  percent  of  gross  sales  in  chain  grocery 
stores  during  ITovember,  as  v.^as  true  during  August;  in  independent 
grocery  stores,  fruit  and  vegetable  sales  constituted  22  percent 
during  November  and  21  percent  during  August.     In  meat  markets, 
sales  of  fruits  and  vegetables  during  November  likewise  constituted 
the  same  proportion  of  all  sales  (3O  percent)  as  during  August. 
Daring  both  August  and  November,  almost  all  of  the  business  of  the 
independent  fruit  and  vegetable  stores,  hucksters,  and  pushcart 
operators  consisted  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 


2j  The  term  "meat  markets"  as  used  in  this  report  means  combina- 
tion meat-f ruit-and-vegetable  markets.    Only  about  8  percent  of  the 
meat  markets  in  Nev;  York  City  handle  fruits  and  vegetables. 

3./  Includes  public  market  stalls  also.     In  this  report  pushcarts 
and  public  market  stalls  have  been  throv/n  together  because  of  their 
very  close  similarity  in  methods  of  operation,  size  of  business, 
etc.    Hereinafter,  the  term  pushcarts  refers  to  a  combination  of 
both  pushcarts  and  public  market  stalls. 
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QJIAUTITIES  OF  FBSSH  FRUITS  HhNLLED  WEEKLY 


Data  v;ere  o"btained  concerning  sales  of  both  eastern  and  vest- 
ern  apples  and  of  all  fruits  in  season,  which  were  hanaled  in  suf- 
ficient volume  to  "be  direct  or  indirect  competitors  of  apples  dur- 
ing November  1939«    The  l,5l6  retail  outlets  covered  in  the  Novem'ber 
survey  handled  approximately  3  million  pounds  of  fruit  weekly 
(tahle  2).    The  fruit  handled  in  largest  quantity  per  outlet  ^^^as 
apples  (629  pounds  per  week,  almost  one-third  of  the  total  v/ei;^ht 
of  fruit  handled)  and  oranges  ranked  a  close  second  (617  pounds  per 
week,  or  almost  32  percent).    Grapefruit  was  third  in  importance 
(223  pounds  weekly,  or  almost  12  percent);  "bananas  fourth  (157 
pounds  weekly,  or  a"bout  S  percent);  grapes  fifth  (I26  pounds 
weej^ly,  or  aDout  6-1/2  percent);  and  pears  sixth  (iCy  pounds  weekly, 
or  almost  6  percent)  (table  2).    Citrus  fruits  (tha-t  is,  oranges, 
grapefruit,  and  tangerines)  accounted  for  a"bout  ^6  percent  of  the 
total  tonnage  of  the  selected  fresh  fruits. 

The  spoilage  on  all  selected  fruits  averaged  3»S  pounds  per 
100  pounds,  and  ranged  from  about  lU  pounds  on  noneydew  melons  to 
2-1/ 2  pounds  on  eastern  grape s%    Average  spoilage  on  apples  (3*2 
pounds  per  100  pounds)  v.-as  close  to  tria.t  on  oranges  (3*3  pounds). 


Table  2»-  Quantities  of  leading  fruits  sold  weekly  and  average  retail  price, 
cost  price,  aiid  gross  margin,  as  reported  "by  1,516  retail  outlets,  Hew 

York  City.  NovemDer  1939 


Fruit 


Qjj-aatity  sold  weekly" 
all  outlets 


Total 


Average  jForcunt- 
per    I  age  of 
outlet i  total 


Realized^ 
retail 
price 

per 
pound 


Gross  retail' 
margin 


Per 
pound 


Percent- 
age of 
re:ilized 

retail 

price 


Spoilage 
per  100 
pounds 


Apples; 

Eastern   

We  stem   

Total  

Oranges; 

Florida  . 

C&.lifornia 

Total   

Grm)efruit   

Bananas 

Grapes; 

Westera 

Eastern 

Total  .  .  . 
Pears: 

Western 

Eastern   

Total   

Tangerines  

Cranberries 
Honey  dew  melons. 
Other  melons 
TC'IAL  OH  AI^ERAGE 


Pounds 

804,343 
148,321 


Pounds  Percent 


531 
98 


""5527654 


37.4 
5.1 


"T^ents 

3.8 
7.1 


Cents 


529" 


539,940 
345,753 


935,693 


389 
226 
"6T7' 


34b,65ff 
237,523 

186,250 
4,715 


"22H" 
157 

123 
3 


190,9 


126 


145,632 
15,958 


96 
11 


162,8-10 


TOT 


?2."5" 


^73^ 


20.1 
11.8 


3.7 
7.0 


■479- 


1.5 
2.1 


Percent 

42 
30 


TTT 


1.1 
1.9 


"ITTS" 
8.1 

6.4 
0.1 


4.5 

7.1 
3.7 


T72 
0.8 

1.5 
0.5 


"771 — rT76 


5.0 
0.6 


6.9 
4.0 


2.0 
1.5 


D.6 


71,772 
23,8  1:3 
5,13S 
1,1S0 


"47" 
18 

4 

1 


2.4 
0.9 
0.2 
0.1 


2,931,256 


1/^Less  than  0.1  percent. 


1,934  I  lOOTiT 


15.4 
9.2 
13.3 


"273" 


2.0" 
3.0 
3.3 
3.7 

T75" 


"4D" 


30 
27 


"29" 


18 

21 
16 


"2T 


29 
38 


32 
19 
36 
28 


"3^ 


Pounds 

3.3 
3.1 

S72~ 


3.0 
3.7 


3.3 


6.4 

8.2 
2.5 

"B7D" 


3.6 

-x.l 


5.6 


1/' 

14.3 
11.0 


-  U  _ 


The  average  realized  retail  price  hj  for  all  selected  fruits  dur- 
ing November  y^es  5  cents  per  poiird,  and  ranged  from,  3*7  cents  per 
pound  on  Jlorida  oranges  .ard  eastern  grapes  to  15 •'■'■  cents  per  pound 
on  cranberries.    Gross  percentage  retail  margins  realized  on  the 
various  fruits  ranged  from  l6  percent  on  eastern  grapes  to  ^2  per- 
cent on  eastern  apples,  and  averaged  3O  percent  on  all  selected 
f rui  t  s . 

SALES  YOLUl'lE  0?  DirMjTilT  OUTLETS  EOF.  >EESH.  iT.UITS 

The  quantitv  of  selected  fruits  sold  v;eekly  during  November 
totaled  2, 931* 266  pounds  for  all  stores,  or  1»93^  pounds  per  out- 
let.    This  may  be  compared  with  l,g23  po-onda  per  outlet  in  August 
1939.    As  v/as  the  case  during  Aug-ast  1939 >  there  v/ere  large  differ- 
. ences  in  the  average  quantities  of  fruit  sold  through  the  various 
types  of  retail  frait  outlets. 

On  thebasis  of  total  tonnage  of • selected  fresh  f ruits  sold 
weekly  per  retail  outlet,  independent  meat  markets  led.  with  3jOOO 
'pounds  per  week,  and  ciia.in  grocer^/-  stores  were  second  with  2,532  . 
pounds  (table  3).    Inde^pendent  fruit  and  vegetable  stores  ranked  • 
third  (2,165  pounds  v;eekly  torxnage),  followed  closely  by  v;agon  or 
motor  hucksters  (2,015  pounds  per  . week).    Pushcart  operators  ranked 
fifth.  (l,oSl  po'unds  per  week),  and  independent,  grocery  stores  v;ere 
lov/est  (l,21o  pounds  weekly).  ;.. 

As  in  Aug^ast  1533»  ''^^^  various  tj^pes  .  of  retail  outlets  did 
not  rank  in  the  same  order  with  regard  to  sales  of  individual 
fruits  as  they  ranked  in  total  tonnage.    IKiring  November,  the;  meat' 
markets  led.  in  sales  of  apples,  bananas,'  tangerines.,  eastern  pears, 
and  cranberries  per  outlet,  and  also  ranked  high  in  sales  of 

4y'  "Realized  retail  price":     Since  spoilage  is  inevitable  in 
handling  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  retailers  rarely  'sell  as ^  many 
pounds  per  unit  as  they  buy,  the  actual  price  per  pound  charged- 
the  consumers  is  not  an  accurate  statement  of  retail  prices  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  retailer.    Eor  example,  a  grocer  buys  100 
pounds  of  apples  at  a  cost  of  $2.     Sjjoilage  amounts  to  about.  U  per- 
cent,  so  he  actually  sold  96  pounds  and  not  100  pounds.  Actual 
price  per  po^und  to  consumer  was  3~3/^'^  cents  per  pound  times  9^ 
pounds  sold  =  33 "OO  realized  retail  price  vev  100  pounds  purchased 
or  3»o  cents  per  pound.    Differences  betv^een  the  cost  of  $2  per 
100  and  the  realized  selling  price  of  $3.60  per  hundred  =  ^l.oO 
(or  1.6  cents  gross  margin  per  pound  purchased).    Percentage  of 
gross  margin  v/as'  ca.lGulated  in  the  above  case  by  dividing  1.6  cents 
gross  margin  per  pound  purchcsed  by  3*6  cents  per  pound  realized 
retail  price  =  U.U  percent  gr.css  margin.  ■ 

.Throughout  this  report  the  .t;erms  "realized  retail  price"  and  "gross 
^retail  margin"  are  used  to  .indicate,  the  above  illustrated  relation- 
ships. ■ 


m 

CO 

to 

•H 

u 

OJ 
4J 
O 
0) 
rH 
0) 
CQ 

o 

W  CT' 
<D 
1-4 
0}  U 
to  (D 

CD 
> 
O 


S-i 

o 
to 


O  O 
iH  ^ 

oj  O 

+3  >H 

0) 

o 

tfl  to 
05 

CO 

O 
•H 

ft  VX) 
05  tH 

{>  ir^ 


iH 

05 

to 

CO 

o 

xi 

rH  CO 

CO  CTN 

CO 

rH  ^ 

CO 

^  rH 

t»0  iH 

Q) 

r-* 

>H 

CVJ  ^ 

OJ 

i — 1 

rH 

.—4 

Oj 

rH 

r-< 

rJ 

C\J 

rH 

rH 

CP 

irrt 

^^ 

+3 

/-N 

• 

4^ 

0) 

iH 

m 

rH 

Q 

t> 

o 

EH 

03 

CO 

!-( 

o 

^1 

<D 

CO 

r^.  O 

ON 

cr\ 

^  CM 

1  J- 

rH 

t  1 

LO 

O 

r\  1 
\.  \j 

rH 

rH 

c 

to 

rH 

rH 

L-J 

o 

mo 

ck 

■ao 

m 

4^ 

f-i 

^( 

o 

to 

1 — 1 

1  1 
1  I 

rH 

03 

+j 

j-^ —  r**— 

CO  CO 

CM 

CtJ 

o 

OJ 

rH 

rn 

u 

** 

to 

d' 

o 

rH 

ft 

ft 

o 

to 

CO 

4^ 

TO 

C7N  rH 

CO 

1 

MD 

^  I 

O 

Q) 

o  r- 

to  nH 

o 

c^^ 

o 

O 

o3 

>i 

p 

CO  rH 

CM 

rH 

rH 

rH 

O 

!h 

o 

a 

0? 

Q 

o 

(U 

o 

o 

a 

o 


O 


ft  ft 

a  CD 


1 

Q) 
rH 

-s 

EH 


03 
CD 
f-i 
O 
+3 

to 

O 

o 


to 

O 
4^ 
I  CO 

CM  a 

•H 

05 


to 

4^ 

d 

CD 

rH  !=! 
X).  OJ 

ft 

CD 

'd 
d 


(D 

rH 

CM    Cti  ^  to 


05  <D 

4^  ^4 

CD  O 

W.1  +3 

<D  CO 


•H 

o 


CO  Lf^ 

J=t-  rH 


CO  CM 
cr>       CM  r~- 

CV)  r--    ^  rH 


o 

rH 


1^  rH 


CM 


CO  CTi 
I —  I — 

CM 


r — vx>  60  "xj 
cT>  o    Lr\  o 

rH  CM      rH  rH 


CO 

CM 


^  rH 


CM 

LO 
OJ 


rH 

CM 


rH 


rH  CO  O 
rH  O  J 
CM 


rH  K\  J- 


rH 


LO 
rH 
CM 


PI  CJ 

CO  CO 
o3  Q) 


to 

CD 
03 

u 
o 


03 

•H 

f-i 
O 
rH 


(D 
ft 

oi 
u 
ti 


o 


to 

cd 

03 
03 

pq 


si 

<D  CD 

-P  +» 

to  to 

03  (D 


m 

0) 

d 

rH 

o 

0) 

rH 

crt 

to 

•H 

to 

0) 

d 

to 

0) 

o 

rH 

CD 

•H 

rH 

rH 

u 

o 

c! 

^1 

!3 

(D 

03 

<D 

•H 

in 

(D 

s 

to 

4^ 

•H 

U 

0 

(D 

CO 

rH 

!D 

rio 

>s 

rH 

ft 

oi 

03 

t>J3 

CD 

(D 

03 

03 

O 

r; 

a 

4-3 

u 

03 

u 

O 

o 

6h 

o 

o 

EH 

o 
ft 


0> 
4-> 

to 

CO 


-  6  - 


oranges,  grapefruit,  arxd  California  -^apes.     CLain  grocery  stores 
sold  more  oranges  and  grapefruit  than  any  other  type  of  store,  and 
raiiked  second  in  the  sale  of  cranl)erries .     Independent  retail 
grocery  stores  ranl:ed  lo\;est  in  sales  per  outlet  of  apples,  oraaf{;es, 
eastern  pears,  and  California  grapes.    Pushcart  operators  and  motor 
or  wagon  hucksters  handled  almost  no  cranoerries  and  only  a  snail 
volume  of  western  apples  (tahle  3)* 

PECPORTION  OJ  PuSTAlL  OU[rLETS  ilAilBLIUG  SACH  FRUIT 

As  night  be  anticipated,  a  much  larger  proportion  of  these 
retail  outlets  handled  apples  in  November  than  in  Augu-st.  \vhereas 
only  15  percent  handled  v/estern  apples  in  Augi-.st,  o2  percent  han- 
dled them  in  ITovember.     It  is  im-^jortant,  however,  that  even  in 
November,  approximately  one-third  of  these  outlets  handled  no 
western  apples,    j^lthough  eastern  a^sples  v/ere  handled  by  a  larger 
proportion  of  cutlets  (S8  percent)  than  any  other  fruit,  12  percent 
01  the  outlets  did  not  handle  eastern  apples  (table  U).     It  seems 
to  be  generally  assuined  that  oranges  ha-'-e  a  wide  retail  distribu- 
tion, yet  29  percent  of  these  fruit  outlets  did  not  handle  Califor- 
nia oranges,  and  23  percent  did  not  handle  i'lcrida  oranges.  Almost 
one-quarter  of  , the  outlets  did  not  handle  grapefruit,  and  about 
one-third  did  not  ha.nQle  bananas,  western  pears,  or  vrastern  grapes.  •■ 
Tangerines  \.-ere  handled  by  less  than  half  of  the  outlets,  and 
cranberries  by  only  one-third. 

There  were  also  '.vide  differences  in  the  coverage  of  each  type 
of  retail  outlet.    Por  example,  81  percent  of  the  fruit  and  vege- 
table stores  and  9I  percent  of  the  meat  markets  hanaled  western 
apples,   in  contrast  vrith  2^  percent  of  .the  pushcart  operators  and 
17  percent  of  the  wagon  or  motor  hucksters  (table  H).    Less  than 
one-cjuarter  of  the  pushcart  operators  and  less  than  half  of  the 
wagon  or  motor  hucksters  handled  California  oranges,  in  compar'i-  ■ 
son  with  92  percent  of  the  fruit  and  vegetable  stores  and  25  per-  ■ 
cent  of  the  cnain  grocery  stores.     Slightly  more  than  ha.lf  of  the 
grocery  stores  handled  western  pears,  in  contrast  v;ith  9S  percent 
of  the  fruit  and  vegetable  stores  and  S6  percent  of  tne  meat  mar- 
kets.   Only  one— quarter  of  the  pushcarts,  and  one-third  of  the 
independent  grocery  stores  handled  tangerines,  in  comparison  with 
about  two-thirds  of  the  fruit  and  vegetable  stores  and  meat  mar- 
kets.   Cranberries  were  handled  by  two-thirds  of  the  chain  grocery 
stores,  but  by  only  ^5  percent  of  the  fruit  and  vegetable  stores 
and  about  one-quarter  of  the  independent  grocery  stores* 

PELATION  OP  PAf^ILY  INGQiylS  TO'  COTEEA.&S  AI-JD  S iXES 

In  November,  as  in  August,  an  important  part  of  the  differences 
in  coverage  ox  outlets  and  quantity  of  each  fruit  hsjidled  appears  to 
have  resulted  from  differences  in  average  family  incomes  in  the 
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neighoorhoods  in  'v/iiich  the  retail  outlets  were  located.  For 
exT-mple,   22  percent  of  all  retail  cutlets  in  the  lo^'Z-lncoirie  areas 
did  not  handle  eastern  apples>  whereas  onl;;^  from  2  to  3  P^'''csnt 
failed  to  handle  eastern  apples  in  the  two  hi^^hes t-income  areas 
(tatle  5).     In  ado.ition,  of  the  outlets  in  the  lovest-incoine  areas, 
v.hich  actually  handled  eastern  apples,  57  percent  handled  less  than 
300  pounds  per  week;  whereas  in  the  highest-income  areas,  only  3^ 
percent  handled  less  than  3OO  pounds  per  week.    However,  the  quan- 
tity of  eastern  apples  handled  per  outlet  in  each  of  the  income 
areas  rangea  from  none  to  more  than  2,000  pounds  per  week.  In 
other  v/ords,  large  volune  outlets  (that  is,  those  handling  1,000 
pounds  or  more  per  v;eek)  were  found  in  all  four  income  areas  tut  ■ 
the  proportion  v/as  slightly  higher  in  the  two  highest-income  areas. 
Concentration  of  volume  in  a  few  outlets  was  noticeahle  in  all 
areas-.     In  the  loi.est-income  areas?  11  percent  of  all  retail  out- 
lets hanaled  57  percent  of  the  torjiage  of  apples.    In  the  highest- 
income  neighhorhoods,  17  percent  of  all  outlets  handled  percent 
ox  the  tonnage. 

Eifferences  hetv:een  incoue  areas  in  the  handling  of  v/estern 
apples  (table  5)»  Ca,lifornia  and  Florida  oranges  (tahle  6),  grape- 
fruit and  tangerines  (tahle  7)»  "bananas  and  cranberries  (table  S), 
and  western  grapes  and  western  pears  (table  9)  '«ere  similar  in  many 
respects  to  those  for  eastern  apples. 

Many  fruits  had  relatively  poor  coverage  in  lo\-/  and  medium— low 
income  areas.     In  the  lowest-income  areas,  the  proportion  of  all 
retail  stores  that  did  not  handle  a  given  fruit  were  as  follov/s: 
Cranberries,  56  percent;  bananas,  71  percent;  tangerines,  69  percent; 
western  apples,  bl  percent;  California  oranges,  59  percent;  v/estern 
grapes,  57  percent;  western  pears,  53  percent;  grapefruit,  5I  per- 
cent; Florida  oranges,  h2  percent;  and  eastern  apples,  22  percent. 
Relatively  more  outlets  handled  each  fruit  in  the  medium-low  and 
medium-high  income  areas.    Even  in  the  highest-income  areas,  how- 
ever, more  than  one-third  of  the  outlets  did  not  handle  tangerines 
or  cranberries  and  about  one-fifth  did  not  handle  v/estern  pears  or 
western  grapes.    No  individupl  fruit  vras  handled  by  all  outlets  in 
any  one -of  the  income  groupings. 

These  data  would  seem  to  indicate  that  there  are  some  possi- 
bilities in  practically  all  income  areas  of  increasing  retail  dis-. 
tribution  of  some  fruits  by  increasing  coverage  of  outlets.  Oppor- 
tunities seem  best  in  the  two  lower-income  areas.     The  degree  to 
v;hich  increased  coverage  of  outlets  in  any  area  might  be  desirable 
or  economical  can  not  be  detei'mined  by  this  study »■    It  v/ill  probably 
require  a  considerable  degree  of  experimentation  related  to  each 
fruit  before  desira-ble  distribution  standaraa  can  be  evolved.     It  is 
even  possible  that  concentration  of  sales  in  fewer  and  better-managed 
outlets  might  result  in  the  greatest  increases  in  sales.  

57  For  description  of  income  areas,  see  footnote  2  table  5» 
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QUANTITIES  Q?  CAMED  ?RUITS  AlTD  JUICES  .WDLSD  WEEKLY 

As  previouEly  stated,  this  stud^  included  only  outlets  which 
handled  fresh  fruits.    Consequently,  the  folloving  data  do  not  give 
a  complete  picture  of  canned  fruit  and  juice  sales,  since  no  data 
are  available  for  stores  which  sold  canned  goods  hut  did  not  also 
sell  fresh  fruits.     In  table  2,  it  was  sho\m  that  these  retail 
outlets  handled  almost  3  million  pounds  of  fresh  fruit  v/eekly  dur- 
ing ITovember  1939*     In  addition,  these  stores  sold  155»3^5  pounds 
of  five  kinds  of  canned  fruits,  and  209,666  pounds  of  six  kinds  of 
canned  juices  v;eekly  during  November  1939  (table  lO).     Sales  of 
canned  fruits  and  juices  (365,031  pounds  per  week)  were,  therefore, 
roughly  one-eighth  as  great,  pouiid  for  poiond,  as  sales  of  fresh 
fruits.     In  the  case  of  apples,  the  fresh  product  totaled  955,664 
pounds  compared  with  31,236  pounds  of  canned  applesauce,  or  roughly 
in  a  ratio  of  about  3O  to  1.     In  August  the  relationship  of  fresh 
apples  to  applesauce  was  about  11  to  .1.    However,  it  is  significR,nt 
that  these  1,516  outlets  sold  about  63  percent  more  applesauce  in 
November,  a  heavy  fresh  apple  moxith,  than  1,5^3  outlets  did  in 
August . 

The  six  leading  canned  juices  made  up  57  percent  of  the  com- 
bined volume  of  365,031  pounds  of  canned  fruits  and  juices  sold 
(table  10).    As  in  August,  tomato  juice  v;as  outstandingly  important, 
but  large  volumes  of  pineapple  and  grapefruit  juice  were  also  han- 
dled.    Sales  of  pineapple  juice  were  more  than  tvdce  as  large  as  of 
ceinned  pineapple,  ana  sales  of  canned  grapefruit  v/ere  less  than  one- 
third  as  large  as  of  canned  grapefruit  juice.     Sales  01  canned 
peaches  were  much  larger  than  sales  of  any  other  canned  fruit.  Sales 
of  applesauce,  which  ranked  next  to  canned  peaches  in  volume  of 
sales,  were  about  double  the  sales  of  canned  grapefruit  and  also 
exceeded  sales  both  of  canned  pineapple  and  canned  pears. 

Fone  of  the  pushcart  operators  and  none  of  the  wagon  or  motor 
hucksters,  included  in  this  study,  handled  any  canned  fruits  or 
canned  juices.    Some  of  the  independent  fruit  and  vegetable  stores 
handled  canned  fruits  and  canned  juices  during  November  1939»  '^-'t 
the  quantities  v/ere  relatively  small  (about  .12  pounds  per  store  per 
week)  (table  11 ).    Meat  markets  handled  about  UO  pounds  per  lA^eek 
during  August  1939»  ^-^^  about  85  pounds  per  week  during  November 
1939 •     Sales  of  canned  fruits  and  canned  juices  in  November  1939 » 
seem  to  have  been  largely  limited  to  grocery  stores.     This  was  true 
in  August  1939 »  s-lso.     Sales  of  the  five  leading  canned  fruits  by 
chain  grocery  stores  averaged  about  396  pounds  per  store  each  week, 
and  by  independent  grocery  stores  about  II3  pounds.     Sales  of  the 
leading  six  canned  juices  averaged  53^^  pconds  per  wee'c  in  chain 
grocery  stores,  and  I56  pounds  per  week  in  independent  grocery 
stores . 

Sales  of  canned  applesauce  averaged  almost  85  pounds  per  week 
in  chain  grocery  stores,  about  20  pounds  per  week  in  independent 
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Table  10.-  Relative  quantities  of  leading  canned  fruits  and  canned 

juices  sold  weekly,  as  reported  by  l,l26i/retail  outlets,  New  York 
 City,  Noveraber  19^9  


Qiuantities 

sold  weekly 

Average 

Percentage  of 

Coramodity 

Total 

per  outlet 

total  sa,les 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Canned  finiit: 

Peaches 

Us 

15 

App  X  e  s  auce 

31 , 23b 

off 
do 

9 

i  XliciippXW   

do 

a 
0 

C.O ,  0 

23 

7 

f 

XT,  ii~  . 

XH- 

xuTtcix  Cydjineu.  iru.xb 

-L^;?*  3">' 

13s 

hi 

Canned  ,iuice: 

Tomato 

79 » 1^2 

70 

21 

Pineapple  

61,132 

17 

G-rapef  ruit  

13 

Prune 

8,023 

7 

2 

Orange 

6,909 

6 

2 

Grape 

6.166 

2 

Total  Canned  juice 

209,666 

186 

57 

Total  canned  fruit 

and  Canned  juice 

365.031 

32U 

100 

ly  The  319  pushcart  operators  and  71  v/agon  or  motor  hucksters, 
who  were  included  in  this  survey,  did  not  report  the  sale-  of  any 
canned  fruit  or  canned  juice. 


grocery  stores,  6  pounds  per  week  in  meat  markets,  and  less  than  1 
pound  per  week  in  fruit  and  vegetable  stores. 

INPLU3NCE  OF  PMILY  IHCOi^'ES  ON  SALES  OF  ?RE3H  AMD  CAITOED 

PRUITS  mH  JUICES 

In  interpreting  these  data  it  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  there 
are  more  families  served  per  retail  outlet  in  high-income  areas  than 
in  low-income  areas.    A  store-by-store  emameration  made  in  about 
10  percent  of  the  area  of  Hew  York  City  during  June  1939*  indicates 
that  there  were  about  110  families  per  fresh  fruit  outlet  in  low- 
income  areas,  II5  in  medium-low  areas,  157  in  medium-high  areas,  and 
162  in  high-income  areas.    For  the  v;hole  city,  excluding  Staten. 
Island,  there  were  about  I36  families  served  per  fresh-fruit  outlet. 
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Income  and  Sales  of  Presh  Fruit 


Ihiring  August  1939t  weekly  sales  of  selected  fruits  averaged 
1»332  pounds  per  store  in  areas  of  lov/est  income  per  family,  and 
2t327  po-ands  per  store  in  highest-incorae  neighborhoods.  During 
ITove^iber  193S»  sales  of  selected  fruits  averaged  1,237  pounds  per 
v;eek  in  lowest-income  areas,  and  2,900  pounds  per  week  in  highest- 
income  areas  (table  12).    In  other  words,  during  both  periods  fresh 
fruit  sales  per  retail  outlet  were  much  larger  in  high-income  areas 
than  in  low-income  areas.     In  Augast,  high-income  area  fruit  sales 
per  outlet  v;ere  sonevrhat  less  than  double  the  low-incorae  area  sales, 
whereas  in  November  high-income  area  sales  were  considerably  more 
than  double  low-income  area  sales.    This  may  be  partly  because  many 
consumers  with  high  incomes  lesve  the  city  on  vacations  during 
August.     In  lov/-income  areas,  sales  of  fresh  fruit  per  store  were 
relatively  larger  in  August  than  in  iTovember. 

Income  and  Canned  Goods  Sales 

As  in  Aug^ist  1939»  fresh-fruit  outlets  in  lov;-income  areas  do 
not  seem  to  make  up  in  sales  of  canned  fruits  and  juices  what  they 
lack  in  sales  of  fresh  frait.    Sales  of  the  five  leading  canned 
fruits  were  only  5^  pounds  per  week  per  store  in  low-income  areas 
in  comparison  vdth  228  potuids  in  high-income  areas  (table  13 )• 
Similarly,  sales  of  canned  juices  averaged  65  pounds  per  store  per 
week  in  low-income  areas,  and  3O3  pounds  in  high-income  areas. 

Sales  of  canned  applesauce  v;ere  almost  five  times  more  per 
store  in  high-income  areas  than  in  low-income  areas.    Consumers  in 
high-income  areas  can,  undoubtedly,  afford  to  buy  fresh  apples  and 
make  applesauce.     Convenience,  hoviever,  together  with  acceptable 
quality  of  the  applesauce  available  in  cans,  seems  to  have  influ- 
enced even  well-to-do  consumers  to  buy  canned  applesauce. 

Income  and  Realized  Retail  Prices 

As  in  August  1939*  there  was  like\^^ise  a  consistant  relation- 
ship between  the  average  family  income  (as  measured  by  the  median 
rental  paid  in  each  area)  and  the  retail  price  realized  per  pound 
for  various  fruits  during  November  1939* 

Eastern  apples  sold  for  2.8  cents  per  pound  in  the  lovrest- 
income  areas,  and  U.7  cents  per  pound  in  the  highest-income  areas, 
a  difference  of  about  70  percent  (table  14).    Western  apples  sold 
for  5*7  cents  per  pound  in  the  lov;est-income  areas,  and  8.0  cents 
per  pound  in  the  highest,  a  difference  of  ^0  percent.     In.  the  case 
of  eastern  apples,  the  difference  in  average  realized  retail  price 
per  pound,  between  the  lowest  and  the  highest-income  areas  was  I.9 
cents  per  po\ind.    For  western  apples  this  difference  was  2.3  cents 
per  pound. 
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Table  12.-  Average  quantities  cf  selected  fruits  sold  weekly  in  each 

income  are?i  as  reported  by             retail  outlets»  New  York  City) 
 ;  Movemb_er_1939  .  ^ 


Q,uantity 

sold  vreekly 

pe  r  out  1  e  t 

In  each 

income  area  IJ 

Medium-lov; 

Medium-high 

Fruit 

Low  income 

ixicome 

1  nGouic 

Hifh  income 

Pounds 

P  ound  s 

Pounds 

Founds 

Apples: 

Eastern  

khl 

50g 

573 

630 

V/e  stern 

60 

oU 

oU 

177 

Oranges: 

California 

70 

19^ 

260 

U3U 

J!  J.oriu.a 

27b 

1  oil 

O.L  D 

Grapefruit 

107 

lUS 

251 

U36 

langennes 

'  'Q 

60 

Bananas 

110 

X  ciD 

J.  OH- 

221 

Pears : 

Eastern. 

16 

7 

3 

12 

n  c  s  v  e  rn 

90 

100 

X  CIO 

Grapes: 

2/ 

Eastern 

1 

■  .10 

2 

\J  C*.X.  J.  1.  \J  1  11  Xo. 

09 

169 

121 

XJ»i 

Cranberries 

2 

19 

18 

37 

Honeydew  melons. 

2/ 

2/ 

1 

15 

Other  melons 

Total  all  fruit 

1,2S7 

1,7^0 

1,976 

2,900 

Index  numbers, 

all  fruit 

100 

135 

I5U 

225 

!_/•  For  explanation  of  income  areas,  see  footnote  2  table  5»  page  10. 


2/  Less  than  1  pound. 
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Table  13«-  Relation  of  family  income  to  v:eekl,y  sales  of  important 
canned  fruits  and  canned  juices  per  retail  outlet,  as  reported 
"by  1,126  retail  outlets,  Fev;  York  City,  November  1939 


(Quantity  sold  veekly  per  retail  outlet  in 
each  income  area  l/ 


Hedium-low 

Medixim-high 

Commodity 

Lov!  income 

income 

income 

Hi/rh  income 

Pounds 

Pounds 

P  ound  s 

Pounds 

oanneu.  iiuit; 

0  r-i  0  V\  0 

i  c  3.L,liQ  fa 

oh 

39 

In 

J-  xxitj  app-i-tj   

xU 

n  Q 

cLd 

He: 

irir        5"  "U 

1  0 
xu 

QT 
cl 

*  ears 

7 
1 

1^ 

01 

d-L 

Grapefruit 

9 

10 

OCT 

25 

Total  canned 

fruit 

56 

10>+ 

115 

228 

Canned  juice s 

Tomato 

22 

Us 

61 

122 

Pineapple 

20 

Uo 

61 

79 

Grapefruit 

16 

^2 

35 

73 

Grape 

2 

'U 

5 

9 

Orange  

2 

5 

6 

9 

Prune  

3 

5 

g 

11 

Total  canned 

juice. 

65 

I3U 

176 

303 

Total  canned 

fruit 

and  canned 

juice 

121 

238 

291 

531 

!_/  For  explaxiation  of  income  areas,  see  footnote  2  table  5»  page  10. 


California  oranges  "brought  6.1  cents  per  pound  in  lowest-income 
areas,  and  7 '6  cents  per  pound  in  highest-income  neighborhoods 
(about  25  percent  difference).    Comparable  prices  for  other  fruits 
were  as  follows!    Florida  oranges,  3*3  cents  and  U,0  cents  per  pound; 
grapefruit,  3*^  cents  and  U.y  cents;  bananas,  3*1  ^-^^  5 '5  cents; 
eastern  pears,  3*3         5»2  cents;  western  pears,  5»7         1*1  cents; 
western  grapes,  b.2  and  9«6  cents;  and  tangerines,  U,6  and  7«U  cents. 
How  much  of  these  variations  resulted  from  differences  in  retail 
service  and  quality  characteristics  of  the  fruit  is  not  knov/n.  Prob- 
ably these  data  are  most  useful  in  indicating  the  difference  in 
level  of  prices  per  pound  which  consumers  in  each  income  area  are 
able  and  willing  to  pay. 
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Incorae  and  Avera<^e  He  tail  Margjins 


During  Novemoer  1939»  s'^e^'age  gross  retail  margins  v;ere  gen- 
erally greatest  in  the  highest-income  areas.    There  were  some  not- 
ahle  exceptions;  for  example,  the  average  gross  retail  margin  on 
"bananas  was  29  percent  in  the  lowest-income  area  and  20  percent  in 
the  highest-income  areas. 

The  percentage  gross  margin  on  fruits  may  not  he  as  significant 
as  the  actual  margin  in  cents  per  pound.    Tor  example,  the  gross 
margin  on  eastern  apples  in  highest-income  areas  (2  cents  per  pound) 
was  ahout  82  percent  higher  than  in  low-income  areas  (l.l  cents  per 
pound),  but  the  gross  margin  on  v/estern  apples  in  high-income  areas 
(2.7  cents  per  pound)  was  more  than  twice  as  high  as  in  low-income 
areas  (I.3  cents  per  pound)  (tehle  1^^),    On  California  oranges, 
gross  margins  ranged  from  1.2  cents  per  pound  in  lov/est-income  areas 
to  2.3  cents  per  pound  in  highest-income  areas  (a  difference  of 
about  92  percent);  but  gross  margins  on  Florida  oranges  v/ere  0.3 
cent      and  I.3  cents  per  pound,  respectively  (a  difference  of  about 
62  percent).    The  average  gross  margin  on  a  poiind  of  grapefruit  was 
exactly  twice  as  large  in  the  highest- income  neighborhoods  as  in  the 
lowest;  but  on  western  grapes,  the  gross  margin  in  highest-income 
neighborhoods  (2.8  cents  per  pound)  v;as  15^  percent  larger  than  in 
lovf-income  areas  (l.l  cents  per  pound). 

GROSS  HETAIL  mSGIIJS 

The  gross  retail  margin  as  used  in  this  report  is  the  differ- 
ence between  the  cost  delivered  at  the  retail  outlet  for  each  pack- 
age of  fruit  and  the  amount  realized  from  retail  sales  for  that 
same  quantity  a.fter  making  adjustments  for  spoilage  losses.  The 
data  shov;  that  gross  retail  margins  on  each  fruit  differed  greatly 
among  individual  outlets  and  betv/een  groups  of  outlets.    Cost  of 
operation  as  a  percentage  of  total  dollar  sales  establishes  the 
minimum  a.verage  percentage  margin  on  v;hich  any  outlet  can  continue 
to  operate.    Individual  items  may,  end  often  do,  bring  more  or  less 
than  this  minimum.     It  is  realized  that  there  are  many  factors  vihich 
influence  the  wholesale  price  of  commodities  jjurchased.  Also 
the  reaction  of  the  consumer  to  retail  prices  and  the  competition  of 
other  retailers  influence  retail  prices.    The  many  factors  that 
determine  these  two  prices  determine  the  maximum  amount  of  the  gross 
retail  margin  that  can  be  obtained,  but  the  retailer  for  one  reason 
or  another  may  not  get  the  maximum  margin.    This  preliminary  report 
is  not  intendad  to  treat  all  en.gles  of  the  question;  instead  it 
shows  what  margins  were  realized  by  various  groups  of  retailers  from 
various  tj'pes  of  fruits.    Other  aspects  of  the  problem  will  be  dis- 
cussed in  later  reports. 
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B.an>^;e  "Dy  Tjrjje  of  Oatlet 

As  in  Au^jast,  avergj^e  p^ross  ret-ail  naTgins  on  fruits  sold  dur- 
ing; Uovemtier  varied  greatly  amon^  the  various  retail  outlets.  As 
an  averase  for  all  fruits,  only  7  percent  of  the  l,5l6  retail  out- 
lets ohtainsd  less  than  I5  percent  ^^ross  margin.    ITone  of  the  meat 
markets  and  only  I3  percent  of  the  chain  groceiy  stores  took  less 
than  15  percent  gross  margin.    Tne  gross  margin  of  '"-O  percent  of  the 
1,516  stores  was  from  20  to  29  percent,  and  of  37  percent  from  3O  'to 

percent.    Only  3  percent  of  the  ly^l'o  outlets  oDtained  a  gross 
margin  of  ^0  percent  or  more  (table  15)*    As  a  rule,  chain  grocery 
stores  tended  to  take  lower  percentages  of  gross  retail  margins 
than  outlets  of  other  t;,'pes.    Tor  example,  69  percent  of  the  chain 
grocery  stores  ohtained  less  than  25  percent  gross  margin  as  com- 
pared v;ith  19  percent  of  the  hucksters,   23  percent  of  the  meat  mar- 
kets, 3-^  percent  of  the  independent  grocery  Soores,  33  percent  of 
the  independent  fruit  ana  vegetable  stores,  and  38  percent  of  the 
pushcart  operators.    On  the  other  hand,  only  8  percent  of  the  chain 
grocery  stores  had  gross  retail  ma,rgins  of  35  percent  or  more  in  con- 
trast with  ^6  percent  of  the  wagon  or  motor  hucksters,  33  pe-cent  of 
the  meat  markets,  3O  percent  of  the  pushcart  opez'ators,  23  percent 
of  the  independent  grocers,  and  22  percent  of  the  fruit  and  vegetaole 
stores. 

In  the  Augu.st  1539  sur^/ey,  ^  percent  of  the  outlets  reported 
operation  at  a  loss,  insofar  as  fr^ait  was  concerned.    In  the  Novem- 
her  1939  survey,  only  1  percent  of  all  outlets  reported  any  loss 
operations  on  fruits.     In  Aug-ast  193S»  o  percent  of  the  chain  grocery 
stores  and  also  6  percent  of  the  pushcart  operators  reported  loss 
operations  on  fru.it.     In  I-Tovemher,  such  losses  were  indica.ted  for 
1  percent  or  less  of  the  outlets  in  each  case.     The  independent  meat 
markets  and  independent  grocery  stores,  each  reported  loss  operations 
on  the  part  of  2  percent  of  the  outlets. 

Differences  "betv/een  Outlets  for  Selected  Fruits 

There  were  striking  differences  bet\i/een  various  t^^pes  of  retail 
outlets  in  average  gross  margins  on  individual  fruits.     On  eastern 
apples,  gross  retail  margins  ranged  from  an  average  of  1  cent  per 
pound  by  pushcart  operators  and  wagon  or  motor  hucksters,  to  2.1 
cents  per  pound  by  independent  grocers.     The  highest  average  percent- 
age gross  margin  on  eastern  apples  (^3  percent)  was  takexa  by  meat 
markets,  and  the  lowest  (3O  percent)  by  cnadn  grocery  stores  (table 
16).    On  western  a.pples,  gross  retail  margins  r?.nged  from  I.3  cents 
per  pound  (or  2U  percent)  by  pushcart  ojjerators,  to  2.o  cents  per 
po-und  (or  35  percent)  by  independent  grocers.     In  no  type  of  outlet 
was  the  average  gross  margin  in  cents  per  pound  as  high  on  eastern 
apples  as  on  western  apples,  but  percentage  gross  margins  were,  in 
every  type  of  outlet,  higher  on  eastern  apples  than  on  western 
apples. 
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On  California  oranges*  gross  retail  margins  ranged  from  I.3 
cents  per  pound  (or  2^  percent)  by  pushcart  operators,  to  2.2  cents 
per  pound  (or  3O  percent)  "by  meat  markets.    On  Florida  oranges, 
pushcart  operators  likewise  took  the  lowest  average  retail  margin 
(six-tenths  of  a  cent  per  pound,  or  20  percent  of  gross  sales) 1  and 
independent  grocers  the  highest  (l.U  cents  per  pound,  or  33  percent) 

Of  the  selected  fruits  covered  by  this  survey,  pushcart  oper- 
ators were  the  low-margin  outlet  for  all  but  bananas,  eastern  and 
v/estern  grapes,  and  cranberries,  and  ranked  among  the  lov/est  on 
these  also.    Margins  taken  by  pushcart  operators  for  grapefruit 
averaged  0.6  cent  per  pound  (I9  percent)  in  contrast  with 

1.6  cents  per  pound  (33  percent)  by  independent  grocers. 

The  lowest  average  retail  gross  margin  per  pound  for  all 
selected  fruits  (l  cent  per  pound)  was  taken  by  the  pushcart  oper- 
ators, but  chain  grocery  stores  and  wagon  or  motor  hucksters  were 
close  seconds(each  averaged  1.2  cents  per  pound).    Meat  markets  and 
fruit  and  vegetable  stores  each  averaged  l.J  cents  per  pound,  and 
independent  grocery  stores  were  highest  with  I.9  cents  per  pound. 

Differences  in  margins  on  a  percentage  basis  viere  much  less 
pronounced  than  differences  in  margins  per  pound.    A  high  retail 
price  per  pound  and  a  high  percentage  gross  margin  were  not  neces- 
sarily associated  v.dth  one  another.    For  example,  the  percentage 
gross  retail  margin  (^5  percent)  on  eastern  apples,  on  which  U.7 
cents  per  pound  v;as  realized  by  independent  grocery  stores,  was 
identical  with  that  on  eastern  apples  sold  by  v;agon  or  motor  huck-» 
sters  at  2.2  cents  per  pound.    Fruit  and  vegetable  stores  took  the 
same  percentage  gross  margin  (3O  percent)  for  western  apples  v/hich 
sold  at  7 '3  cents  per  pound  as  did  v/agon  or  motor  hucksters  for 
western  apples  which  sold  at  5»7  cents  per  pound.    Similar  situa- 
tions were  found  in  connection  with  the  other  selected  fruits 
(table  16). 

GROSS  MARGINS  AITD  YOUm  OF  SALES 

The  November  survey  seems  to  confinn  the  findings  reported  in 
the  two  previous  surveys  6J  which  were  to  the  effect  that  low  gross 
retail  margins  are  not  usually  associated  vdth  the  largest  physical 
volume  of  retail  sales.    None  of  the  fruits,  included  in  the  Novem- 
ber study,  was  sold  in  greatest  volume  per  outlet  where  the  percent- 
age gross  margin  was  lowest,  as  vdll  be  observed  from  the  following 

brief  analysis  of  sales  of  each  fruit.  

6y  Rasmus  sen,  M.P.,  and  Q;aitslund,  F.A.,  Some  Facts  Concerning 
Competition  Betv;een  Apples  and  Other  Fruits  at  Retail,  New  York 
City,  FGA  Misc.  Report  19,  66  pp.  I939  (mimeographed);  and  Rasmussen 
M.P.,  Quitslund,  F.A.,  and  Cake,  E.W.,  Some  Facts  Concerning  Compe- 
tition Between  Apples  and  Other  Fruits  at  Retail,  New  York  City, 
August  1939,  FCA  Misc.  Report  25,  76  pp.  I9U0  (mimeographed). 
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jvin.r-^ins  on  Eastern  Apvles  ]_f 

Out  of  the  1,516  retciil  outlets,  1,3^1  (or  So  percent)  handled 
eastern  apples  (table  17).     Only  U  percent  of  these  outlets  handled 
eastern  ai^ples  on  a  margin  01  less  than  15  percent,  and  sales  in 
such  outlets  averaged  30I  pounds  per  v/eek.     On  the  other  haiid,  29  per- 
cent handled  eastern  apples  on  a  gross  raar,3in  01  UO  to  U9  percent,  and 
sales  averaged  ^77  pouno.s  per  week.     Lar-est  sales  per  ueek  (753 
pounds)  were  reported  hy  the  3  percent  of  these  outlets  v/hich  handled 
eastern  apples  on  a  ^jross  margin  of  bO  to  69  percent.     The  largest 
voUime  of  eastern  apples  par  week  was  sold  hy  the  ind^jpendent  fruit 
ari'^  vegeto.ble  stores,  chain  grocery  stores,  and  independent  meat 
markets  that  obtained  a  gross  margin  cf  50  to  59  percent;  by  the 
independent  grocery  stores  and  wagon  or  motor  h\icksters  that  obtained 
a  gross  margin  of  bO  to  69  percent;  and  by  the  pushcart  operators 
getting  a  gross  margin  of  4o  to  U9  percent  (table  17)- 

".Margins  on  Western  Apples 

Sliglatly  less  thjr^  two-thirds  of  the  1,51b  outlets  handled 
western  apples  during  hovember.     Approximately  one-eigiith  of  these 
outlets  obtained  a  gross  margin  of  less  than  I5  percent  (table  18). 
Their  sales  averaged  I53  pounds  per  -.Teelc.     The  gronp  cf  retailers 
that  averaged  largest  weekly  sales  per  store  (219  poimds)  took  a 
gross  margin  of  M-0  to  -!-9  percent.     Lar.;:est  weekly  sales  per  store 
were  reported  by  those  chain  grocery  stores  with  a  gross  margin  of 
Uo  to  59  percent;  by  those  ind.ependent  fruit  and  vegetable  stores, 
meat  markets,  and  wagon  or  motor  hucksters  which  operated  on  a  gross 
margin  of  -1-0  to  U9  percent;  by  those  independent  grocers  \Yho  took 
a  margin  of  35  to  39  percent;  and  by  those  pushcart  operators  who 
obtained  a  gross  margin  of  30  to  3^  percent.     In  no  typn?  of  outlet 
were  largest  sales  per  weelc  obtained  by  the  outlets  with  lowest 
gross  margins. 

Iviar2:ins  on  California  Oranges 

Slightly  more  than  7  oxi:t  of  10  of  these  outlets  handled  Cali- 
fornia oranges  during  iTovember.     The  gross  margin  group  with  the 
largest  n-ujaber  of  outlets  (17  percent)  sold  California  oranges  on 
gross  margins  of  less  than  I5  percent,  and  on  the  average  disposed 
of  2.o2  pounds  per  store  each  week  (table  I9).     Largest  veekly  sales 
per  store  (U60  pounds)  \7ere  reported  by  the  oiitlets  (9  ^j'ercent  of 
total  outlets)  with  a  gross  margin  of  35  '^^  39  percent;  and  second 
largest  weekly  sales  (^3^  pounds)  by  those  outlets  which  took  a 
margin  of  ^  to  ^9  percent,     liovember  was  unlike  August  in  this 
respect.     Luring  Augu.st  the  largest  volvone  of  California  oranges 
was  sold  by  stores  v/hich  operated  at  a  loss.     V/ith  the  notable  ezcep- 
t  ion  of  -pushcart  opera.tors',  weekly  sales  of  California  oranges  by  all 

J_l  Analysis  by  income  areas  appears  in  the  section  whicii  follows: 
"Income  Areas  and  C-ross  Retail  i.largins.  " 
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other  types  of  outlets  averaged  lar^^est  where  gross  ivar^ins  of  35 
to       percent  were  taken. 


liavgi ns  on  ITloridLa  Qra.n.~es 

Slightly  more  thaJti  three- fourths  of  the  retailers  handled  Florida 
orange3  darinc:  Ilovemher.    Only  3  percent  of  Guch  retailers  reported 
loss  sales  of  Florida  oranges  in  comparison  v/ith  S  percent  of  those 
handling  California  oranges.     i'Zhereas  largest  sales  of  California 
oranges  per  store  were  re^^orted  by  those  outlets  which  took  a  gross 
margin  of  35  to  39  percent,  greatest  sales  of  Florida  oranges  were 
reported  by  outlets  operating  on  a  I5  to  I9  percent  gross  mo,rgin,  and 
second  largest  sales  by  those  taking  20  to  2^  percent  (table  20 ). 
Sales  of  Florida  oranges  per  store  per  week  tended  to  decline  as  the 
gross  margin  rose,  and  the  smallest  sales  were  reported  by  U  percent 
of  the  outlets  which  charged  a  gross  Bia.rgin  of  50  percent  or  more  on 
Florida,  oraxiges. 

Marrdns  on  Grapefruit 

Slightly  more  than  three- fourths  of  tnese  retail  outlets  handled 
grapefruit  during  November.     Only  k  percent  of  those  that  xiandled 
grapefruit  reported  loss  sales,  and  the  weekly  volume  of  sales  was 
lower  for  this  group  which  sold  at  a  loss  tha:i  for  any  other  margin 
group  (table  21).     The  largest  volume  of  grapefruit  sold  weekly  per 
store  was  reported  by  9  percent  of  the  stores  which  operated  on  a  mar- 
gin of  ho  to  ^5  percent;  but  the  second  largest  volume  per  week  was 
reported  by  outlets  with  gross  margins  ranging  from  I5  to  I9  percent. 
Almost  half  of  these  outlets  took  from  20  to  3^  percent  gross  margin 
on  grapefruit. 

Margins  on  Bananas 

Slightly  less  than  two-thirds  of  these  retail  outlet3  handled 
bananas  during  ilovember.     Of  those  that  did  so,  a  reniarkably  large 
proportion  (ranging  from  10  percent  of  the  chain  grocery  stores  to 
35  percent  of  the  fruit  and  vegetable  stores,  and  averaging  27  per- 
cent of  all  stores)  reported  handling  bananas  at  a  loss  (table  22). 
Despite  thi-j  situation,  in  no  type  of  outlet  were  largest  v/eekly 
sales  reported  by  those  having  losses.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
largest  average  weekly  sales  per  store  (8O3  pounds)  was  reported  by 
2  percent  of  the  outlets  which  obtained  a  tSr'Oss  margin  of  50  per- 
cent or  more,  and  the  second  largest  sales  by  those  operating  on  a 
gross  margin  of  35  to  39  percent.    Almost  half  of  the  outlets,  how- 
ever, sold  bananas  either  at  a  loss  or  on  a  gross  margin  of  less 
than  l'^  loercent. 

juargins  on  'Jestern  Fears 

Slightly  less  than  two -thirds  of  all  outlets  handled  v/estern 
pears.     For  the  entire  group,  which  o.ctv.aily  handled  western  ijears, 
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Iar5:est  weekly  sales  -per  store  (l/l-l/S  pounds)  were  reioorted  by 
outlets  that  took  mar^inG  of  35  to  Ug  percent,  in  contrast  with  I52 
pounds  per  woelc  "by  those  obtaining  less  than  IS  percent  £rozs  mar- 
g,in  (table  23)- 

Marf., in g  on  Wester n  Grapes 

Only  about  two-thirds  of  the  retail  outlets  surveyed  handled 
western  grapes  during-  Hovember,  1939-     Largest  vjeokly  sales  (29O 
po^unds)  '.vere  reported  by  a  SL'^all  number  of  outlets  with  gross  Margins 
of  50  percent  or  snore,  but  lU  i;)ercent  of  these  outlets  vihich  took 
from  15  to  19  percent  gross  jnargin  attained  sales  of  239  pouJids  per 
week  and  10  percent  of  the  outlets  reported  average  sales  of  237  pounds 
per  week  on  a  gross  margin  of  25  to  29  percent  (table  2^).     Loss  sales 
on  western  grapes  were  reported  by  a  rels-tively  high  proxDortion  of  the 
wagon  or  motor  hucksters  (37  percent)  aiad  chain  grocery  stores  (IS 
percent),  and  averaged  10  percent  of  all  outlets  handling.     In  the 
case  of  chain  grocery  stores,  loss  sales  accounted  for  the  second 
highest  weekly  vol\Mie  reported  (2^!-9  pounds),  but  2  percent  of  the 
chain  stores  with  gross  margins  of  50  percent  or  more  reported  average 
sales  of  261  pounds  per  vreek.     For  all  other  types  of  retail  outlets, 
only  relatively  small  ojaantities  of  western  gra,pes  were  sold  in  connec- 
tion with  loss  operations.    The  largest  sales  per  weelc  cy  aiT-y  one  type 
of  outlet  ('+,960  pounds )v/ere  by  wagon  or  motor  hucksters  v/ho  took  a 
margin  of  I5  to  I9  percent. 

■Marf:ins  on  Tangerines 

Somo'.vhat  less  tlian  half  of  the  1^51^  retail  outlets  handled 
tangerines  during  November.     For  the  65I  stores  which  did  so,  largest 
weekly  sales  per  store  (13^  pounds)  were  reported  by  about  one- sixth 
of  the  stores  with  gross  margins  of  30  to  3^  percent;  but  sales  by 
outlets  with  margins  of  20  to  2^  percent  and  of  I5  to  I9  percent 
ranked  second  and  third,  respectively  in  weekly  sales.     Loss  sales 
were  reported  by  3  percent  of  the  stores  handling  tangerines  (table  25). 

Margins  on  Cranberries 

Only  505  out  of  l,5l6  retail  outlets  (33  percent)  handled  cran- 
berries during  November.    The  largest  vol^ame  of  cranberries  handled 
weekly  per  store  by  chain  grocers  (2^3  povmds)  was  reported  by  the 
9  percent  of  the  stores  which  had  loss  sales  (table  2b).     For  all 
505  retail  outlets  handling  cranberries,  6  percent  sho\;ed  loss  sales. 
Tlie  gross  retail  margin  obtained  seems  to  have  had  little  relationship 
to  weekly  sales  of  cranberries.     A  gross  margin  of  ko  to  U9  percent 
was  accompanied  by  average  weekly  sales  of  6'l  poujads ,  but  sales  of 
61  pounds  were  shown  by  outlets  that  took  a  margin  of  30  to  }k  percent. 
IThen  less  than  I5  percent  gross  margin  was  taken,  sales  averaged  60 
pounds  p^r  week.     The  largest  sales  by  any  one  type  of  outlet  (3SI 
pounds  per  week)  was  reported  by  5  percent  of  the  meat  markets  with 
gross  margins  of  less  thaji  I5  percent. 
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IlICOME  A?JiA.S  MD  GROSS  RETAIL  l.iARGINS 


It  was  07  no  rjieaaLC  tiue  that  xu-icer,  and  grosrs  margins  were 
universally  low  in  lovz-incomu  areas  a^id  hi-zti  in  hig-h-inconie  areas. 
However,  retail  price's  and  -larging  per  ;;0-uncl  tended  to  oe  lowest 
in  low- income  areas. 

Har/rins  on  5as tern  Appl es 

Dii.ring  i'lover/iber ,  as  in  August,  the  range  in  c.ross  i.ia.rgins  on 
eastern  aioples  'caa  about  tne  same  in  all  four  income  areas  (table 
27).     In  the  lowest- income  areas,  61  percent  of  the  outletr,  took 
throes  luargins  from  'jO  to        percent,  and  the  largest  sales  per 
veel:  seem  to  have  been  in  such  outlets.     In  the  medium- lo\.'- income 
areas,  63  percent  of  the  outlets  realized  margins  ranging  from  35  to 
^9  percent;  in  the  mediu'u-higja- income  neighborhoods,  67  percent;  and 
in  the  highest-income  areas,  63  percent  of  the  outlets  obtained  mar- 
gins v.o.thin  this  range.     On  the  other  hand,  20  percent  of  the  outlets 
in  the  highest-income  areas  obtained  2^4  percent  or  less  gross  margin 
in  contract  wdth  lU  percent  of  the  outlets  in  the  lov/est-income  areas. 
Largest  weekly  sales  of  eastern  apples  per  outlet  were  reported  in 
lowest- income  areas  07  those  outlets  viiich  took  a  gross  margin  of 
30  to  3^  percent  (733  poujids);  in  j7iediuii-lo\v^ income  areas  by  those 
which  obtained  a  gi-oss  margin  of  ^40  to  4q  percent  (9OO  pounds);  and 
in  medium-high  and  higli-income  areas  by  those  obtainin/;  a  ^^ross 
margin  of  60  to  63  percent  (table  27). 

Mar --.'ins  on  western  Apples 

Largest  sales  of  western  apples  in  lo^v^income  neig^iborhoods 
were  in  outlets  where  a  gross  margin  of  kO  to  ^9  percent  was  talten; 
in  medium-low- income  neighborhoods  on  a  margin  of  less  than  I5  per- 
cent; in  medium-high  areas  where  a  mo-rgin  01  30  to  3^  percent  was 
realized;  and  in  highest-income  areas  where  a  margin  of  4o  to  49 
percent  was  charged. 

In  none  of  these  areas  did  lo.rgest  v;eekly  sales  of  either 
eastern  or  v/estern  apples  occur  in  outlets  selling  at  a  loss. 

Margins  on  Oran-^es 

Largest  sales  of  California  orojiges  per  outlet  in  lowest-income 
areas  were  reported  by  outlets  that  obtained  gross  margins  of  20  to 
2^  X^ercent ;  in  medium-lovi— income  areas  by  outlets  with  inargins  of 
less  than  I5  percent;  in  mediura-higli-income  areas  vdth  margins  of  hO 
to  U9  percent;  and  in  the  higtiest-income  areas  with  margins  of  ^0 
percent  or  more.     Largest  sales  of  Florida  oranges  were  reported  in 
high  and  medi''Jin-high  income  areas,  where  r.iargins  of  less  than  I5  per- 
cent were  taJren;  in  the  low  income  areas,  whure  margins  of  20  to  2^ 
percent  are  tai<en,  and  in  tne  mediviin-low-incom.e  area.s ,  on  loss-sale 
operations  (table  22). 
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Table  27.-  Apples;    Selation  of  income  area  and  variations  in  gross  retail 
martin  to  quc-r.tity  of  apples  sold  weekly,  as  re^^rted  by  iTew  York  City 

ite toilers,  November  1939 
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L/Ull  u  0 

_L  C  X  Ot^-i.  U 

Poun  ds 

Cents 

Cents 

areas  \j 

Low  Income 

■ 

Loss  then  15 

4 

302 

2.5 

0.2 

13 

132 

5.2 

0.3 

15  -  13  

2 

236 

3.3 

0.5 

16 

139 

5.4 

3.9 

20  -  24  

8 

394 

2«9 

0.7 

19 

1^10 

0.  / 

1-0 

2o--  29  

10 

313 

3.2 

0.8 

19 

158 

6.2 

1.7 

OU   —  O'i  

17 

733 

2.4 

0.81 

10 

238 

5.2 

1.5 

35  -  39  

22 

679 

2.7 

1.0 

5 

110 

5.7 

2.4 

40  -  49  

22 

676 

2.8 

1.2 

5 

249 

7-2 

3.2 

50-59 

10 

528 

3.3 

1.81 

1 

44 

7.3 

3.9 

60  -  59   

1 

240 

3.3 

2.5| 

_ 

_ 

- 

70  or  more  .. 

2 

353 

5.2 

3.7| 

_ 

_ 

Loss 

2 

1±8 

2*3 

-C  .  5 

y 

TIC 

lib 

— w.  0 

areas  1/ 

Medi\iiu-Low  Income 

1 

Less  than  15 

6 

244 

4.1 

O.4I 

11 

193 

5.6 

0.5 

15  -  19 

c 

504 

3.7 

O.7I 

15 

173 

5.6 

1.0 

20-24 

6 

329 

3.7 

0.8i 

19 

128 

6.4 

l.b 

25  -  29  

8 

518 

3.3 

0.91 

19 

129 

6.7 

1.3 

30-34   

7 

535 

1.2i 

11 

98 

7.1 

2.2 

35  -  39 

14 

■im 

5.4. 

1 

10 

xl/" 

7  A 

40  -  49  

28 

<i.l 

1    '7  i 
1.6 1 

n 
1 

R  7 
0.  / 

50  -  59  

21 

OD'i 

^»  D 

1     Q  1 

1 

in  0 

60  -  59   

4 

Vl'X 

2.0 

1.6 

00 

70  or  more . ^ 

2/ 

-±o 

2^ 

Loss 

1 

,  190 

■j 

2.7 

-0.4  i 

5 

68 

4.5 

-0.6 

areas  1/ 

1 

■ 

^  ■ 

Medium-high  Income 

Less  thai!  15 

5 

435 

3.8' 

0.4 

14 

134 

5.6 

0.6 

15  -  19.  . 

4 

438 

3.4 

0.6.j 

7 

135 

6.6 

1.0 

20  -  24   

7 

416 

3.6 

0.8  i 

18 

87 

6.7 

1.5 

25  -  29  

5 

465 

3.7 

1.0! 

20 

95 

6.8 

1.9 

30  -  34 

•  6 

594 

3«7 

1.2' 

19 

139 

r.4 

35  -  39   

12 

632 

3.9 

1.5  1 

10 

117 

7.3 

3.0 

40  -  49   

33 

555 

4.2 

1.9  ' 

8 

111 

8»6 

3.7 

50  r  59 

.  .  22 

721 

4.3 

2o3 

1 

73 

10.7 

5.6 

60  -  69   

\ 

1,124 

4.4 

2*8  i 

70  or  more  , 

372 

5.6 

2.6 

 , 

I 

Loss    .  .  . 

.2 

4.1 

-0.2  ' 

3 

55 

i  5.3 

-0.5 

areas  \j 

1 

High  Incoiiie 

Less  than  15 

2 

840 

4.0 

0.3 

8 

163 

0.5 

15  -  19 

4 

466 

4.0 

0.7 

5 

198 

6.7 

1.2 

20  -  24   

14 

509 

4.5 

1.0 

19 

i  184 

6.9 

1.6 

25-29   

7 

o21 

A  1 
4»i 

1.1 

13 

IbO 

7.4 

2.0 

30  -  34  . 

5 

623 

4.5 

1.4 

10 

1  157 

7.3 

2.3 

35-39   

8 

572 

4.2 

1.0 

21 

270 

8.1 

3.0 

40  -  49   

33 

624 

4,7 

2.1 

17 

1  280 

9.6 

4.2 

50  -  59  . 

1  22 

743 

5.3 

2.8 

4 

1  222 

j  10.7 

5.5 

60  -  69 

i  3 

1,046 

4.2 

2.6 

70  or  more  ..  . 

i  I 

!  4.7 

!  : 

Lo  ss 

1  I 

!  492 

3.2 

-0.3 

2 

'  88 

i  -0.7 

For  explanation  of  income  areas,  see  footnote  2  table  5,  page  10. 
Zj  Less  than  1  percent.  —  Ul  — 


Tatle  28.-  Oranges;    Relation  of  incoae  oxea  and  variaiions  in  gross  retail 
margins  to  nuantitjr  of  oranges  sold  vfeekly,  as  reported  "by  New  York  City 
  Ectslltrs,  November  1?Z9   


Esnge  in 
gross  i:arrin 


Per-cenx 
Are-cs  1 
Lov;- 
Le 
15 


Propel- 
tion  of 
outlets 
in  in- 
come 
area 


Jsl  i  f c  --'^-i.i  a  o    --^  e 


pjrcen-!: 


DO  - 


25 
30 

35 
40 

50 


Incorie  ' 
Es  than  15 

19  1 

24  I 

-  29  

-  34  

-  39.  

-  ^3 1 

or  more  j 

i 


27 
15 
14 
9 

12 
4 
5 

T 

X 


Loss   ^  

Areas  l^^ 
Mediuia-Lo^;i  Income 
Less  than  15 


15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
50 

Loss 


-   

-  24  

-  29,  I 

-  34  1 

-  33   1 

-  49  ; 

or  more  .! 


15 
14 
19 
12 
11 

Q 

b 
3 

10 


tity 
sold 
vreekly 
per 

outlet 


I  A- 


Po>jnds 


110 
279 
294 
154 
155 
190 
94 
140 

90 


iiver?^e 


iiV^rr^G 
real- 
ized 

retail  Ig-os 
price 
per 

"Doimd 


m:jrgin 
por 
pound 


Florida  oranges 


Cents 


^cn-cs 


Areas  if  \ 
Medium-Kigh  -Income 

Less  than  15  21 

19  !  14 

24   17 

29   13 

34   j  13 

39   6 

49  


15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
50 


or  moi-e 


Loss., 


Areas  if 
Hi.^h  Income  i 
Less  th-.ffi  15| 

15  -  19   

20  -  24 
25  -  29 
30  -  34 

35  -  39   

40-49 

50  or  more.. 

Loss 


11 
11 
11 
15 
17 
14 
13 
2 


355 
244 
244 
299 
159 
25-i 
292 
153 

173 


.9 

» ti 
.6 

.5 

-1 
.9 


5.4 


0.5 
1.1 
1.4 

1.5 
2«1 
2.C' 
3.7 
3.7 

-O.G 


Propor- I Quan- 
tion  of  I tity 
outlets  I  sold 

weekly 


come 
area 


per 
outlet 


Percent 


13 
15 
IS 
19 
11 

9 
3 
5 


A.verage 
real- 
ized 
retail 
price 
per 
pound 


Pounds  Cents 


Average 
gross 
I  margin 
Ipcr 
i pound 


snts 


3S6 
685 
750 
553 
353 
235 
160 
157 


4! 


b.4 

7.1 
6»4 
6.5 
7.3 
6o7 
5^9 
8.9 

5.2 


0.5 
1.2 
1.4 
1.8 
2.4 
2.5 
2.5 
5.0 

-0.6 


335 
277 
302 
379 
241 
348 
418 
105 

255 


5.9  I 

6.2  ' 

7.1  I 
7  .c 

6.7  j 

7o3  I 

6«9  I 

5.7  ! 
I 

5o6  ; 


0.6 
1.1 

1*6 
2o0 
2ol 
2.7 
3.2 
3.7 

-0,5 


544 
10  i  1,021 

399 
339 
353 
414 
375 
328 

1,553 


13 
19  i 
15  I 
15  ! 
11  i 
7  i 


D 

8 
14 
21 
15 
11 
18 

3 


374 
235 
402 
373 
559 
654 
537 
720 

330 


6.9 
7.7 

So2 
8.7 
6.9 
7  t>S 
7.9 
6.9 


0=7 
1.4 
1.3 

2.4  ! 

2c2 
2.9 
3<.5 
3.7 


805 
245 
407 
387 
373 
252 
259 
145 

222 


4 
6 
11 
27 
12 
15 
20 


855 
820 
764 
785 
404 
627 
572 


2.7 
2»3 
3.3 
3.4 
3.5 
3.8 
4.3 
5.1 

2.7 


2.9 
2.7 
5.4 
3.6 
3.7 
3.8 
4.4 
5.6 

2e3 


3.1 
3o5 
3.5 
3.7 
3.9 
3.8 
4,3 
6.1 

3.4 


3.0 
3.3 
3.5 

3c8 
4.1 
4.4 

4c7 
5.7 


5.8    I  -0.6 


240  I  3.7 


0.3 
0.5 
0.7 
0.9 
1.1 
1.4 
2.0 
2.8 

-0.3 


0.2 
0.5 
0.7 
1.0 
1.1 
1.4 
1.9 
3.0 

-0.3 


0.3 
0.6 
0.3 
1.0 
1.3 
1.4 
1.9 
3.3 

-0.1 


IJ  £0T  e^rplanation  of  income  areas,  see  footnote  2  table  5,  pegc  10 


0.3 
0.6 
0.8 
1.1 
1.3 
1.6 
2.0 
3.0 

-0.4 


Marie:ins  on  G-raj'efnut 

In  the  two  hie^hest-income  areas,  gross  margins  of  fron  kO  to 
percent  were  t.al-:en  b/  oiitlets  having  the  largest  ^.eekl^  sales,  while 
in  the  loweat-incoir.e  areas  largest  sales  were  attained  "by  those  out- 
lets which  took  margins  of  I5  to  I9  percent,  and  in  niedimi-lovz-income 
areas  by  those  taking  less  than  I5  percent.     The  general  tendency  of 
margins  to  he  higher  as  income  increases  is  indicated,  oy  the  fact  that 
80  percent  of  the  outlets  in  the  lowest-income  areas  charged  less  than 
30  percent  gross  margin  on  grapefruit  in  contrast  vath       percent  in 
the  highest-income  areas  (ta.ble  29). 

Margins  on  Bananas 

Loss  sa,les  of  bcinanas  were  reportod  by  a  relatively  large  propor- 
tion of  outlets  in  all  income  areas,  rcinging  from  3^  percent  in  lowest- 
income  nei  hborhoods  to  22  percent  in  the  hir^est.     Hov/evor,  largest 
v/eekly  sales  were  reported  by  those  outlets  which  obtained  gross  mar- 
gins of  50  percent  or  more  in  both  lowest-and-hi^est-incorae  areas 
(table  29). 

Iviargins  on^  Pears 

In  the  lowest- income  areas,  largest  sales  occurred  when  a  gross 
margin  of  less  than  I5  percent  was  realized  (average  jrice  of  5-1 
cents  per  pound);  but  in  medium-low  income  areas,  gross  r.iargins  of 
35  to  39  percent  seem  to  have  been  associo,ted  with  best  results;  in 
the  medium-high- income  areas,  ^0  percent  or  more;  und.  in  the  highest- 
income  areas,  ko  to  U9  percent  (table  30). 

Ex'perience  with  eastern  pears  was  somewhat  similar.     In  all  in- 
come areas,  hov/ever,  a  greater  proportion  of  outlets  reported  loss 
sales  on  eastern  pears  than  on  western  pee.rs  (table  30)' 

j/.argins  on  IVestern  C-rapes 

In  all  but  the  highest-income  areas,  western  grapes  seein  to  have 
been  handled  by  a  large  proportion  of  oj.tlets  on  a  relatively  low 
margin;  and  in  all  income  areas,  loss  sales  were  reported  by  a  relatively 
lar^^e  proportion  of  the  outlets.     The  proportions  of  stores  handling 
western  gra.pes  on  less  tha^n  25  percent  gross  margin  were  as  follows: 
lowest-income  areas,  79  ptsrcent;  medium-low  income  areas,  percent; 
medium-high  income  areas,  7'-^  percent;  higliest- income  areas,  53  per- 
cent.    In  no  income  area  did  the  outlets  selling  at  a  loss  have  the 
largest  sales  of  western  grapes  (table  3I). 

Iviargins  on  Tanp;erines 

Largest  sales  of  tangerines  were  reported  by  those  outlets  which 
took  a  gross  margin  01  20  to  2^  percent  in  the  lowest-incone  areas;  30 
to  3U  percent  in  medium-low  and  medium-higli  income  areas;  and  35  to  39 


Table  29.-  Grgpe fruit  anc'.  Bananas;    He?.ation.  of  incoae  area  and  variations  in 

gross  retail  Eajr§in  to  qua":tlty  of  grapefruit  rnd  sananas  sold  weekly,  as 
 r5x>orted  by  ITcv;  Yorl:  City  Het-'ile'-'s,  ITovcmbur  19o9  
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1 
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i 

j 

Lers  tlian  15 

22 

<^<J  — 

3.21 

0..4 

IS 

134 

3.6 

0.3 

15  -  19  

19 

320 

3»5  ' 

OcO 

7 

131 

4.5 

0.7 

20  -  24  

Pi 

^35 

3.4  i 

0.8  1 

5 

127 

3.5 

0.7 

25  -  29 

13! 

171 

3»4| 

0.9 

9 

157 

2o8 

0.8 

30  -  34 

10  j 

257 

3.7  1 

lo2 

7 
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3.1 

IcO 
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r~ 

D  1 
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1,331 
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40  -  49 

3  ! 
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13 
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1.6 
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! 

Loss  then  15 

12 

3o8  i 

0.4 

23 

134 

4.3 

0.4 

15  -  19  

17 

237 

3o7  1 

0o5 

14 

136 

4»5 

0.8 

20  -  24  

19 

164 

4.1  1 

0^9 

3 

l-x9 

4«8 

1.1 

25  -  29  

17 

1       3.9  i 

1.0 

10 

260 

4.3 

1.2 

30  -  3-i 

1: 
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1.3 

4 
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4.3 

1.3 
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1 

10 
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4 
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2.0 
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3 
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89 
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1 
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1 

I 
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0.4 

1 

24 
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0.4 
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1 

11 

254 
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1 
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1 

14 
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4.7 

0.8 
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i 

17 
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O.S 

1 

13 
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5.0 

i 

1.1 
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i 

22 
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j 

10 
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4o8 

1 
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i 

15 
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1.4 

4 
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1 
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•i 

10 

185 
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4.6 

! 
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40  -  49 

i 

7 
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1       5.1  1 
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5 
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4.9 

! 
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■i 

3 
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1 

82 

4.7 

1 
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-0.3 
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CO 
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1 
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9 
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0.3 

23 
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0.5 
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•1 

13 
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0.7 

10 
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5-6 

1 

1.0 

20  -  24 

13 
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0.9 

13 
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5o6 

i 

1.2 

25  -  29  

•i 

14 
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4.2  ! 

1.1 

3 
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5.7 

1.5 

30  -  34  

14 
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i      4.7  j 

1.5 

5 
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1 

1.8 
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1 

-i 

11 
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1.9 

6 
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15 
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2.5 

1 

8 

i  219 
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4 
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3.9 

il 

2 
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i 
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IJ  For  explcsnauion  of  incoue  eixeas,  see  footnote  2  table       page  10. 


Table  30.-  Pears;    Relation  of  incoae  area  and  vaziation3  in  gross  retail 

margin  to  quaatity  ox  western  pears  snd  eastern  peers  sold  vreJclv,  as 
 reported  oy  Ilev/  Yorl:  City  Retrllers.  Ilovjnlpor  13S9 


Hange  in 
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■western  peirs 


Propor- 
tion of 
cutlots 
in  in- 
conie 
area 


iPerccnt 


21 
13 
15 
12 
13 
8 
9 
3 


Percent 
Areas  l/ 
Low  IiicoDe  1 
Less  than  15 
15  -  19  I 

20  -  2-1  1 

25  -  29  i 

30  -  34  j 

3b  -  39  1 

40  -  49  i 

50  or  nore  j 

Lo  ss  j  6 
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Less  than  15  11 
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40  -  49   1  9 
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105 
122- 

67! 


Lo  ss 


Areas  1/'  f 
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30  -  34  

35  -  39   

40  -  49  

50  or  more 
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Areas  ij 
High  Income  ' 
Less  than  lb 


9 
10 
15 

23  i 
18  I 
10  I 
9  I 

4! 


15 
20 
2b 
30 
35 
40 
50 


-  19  

-  24  

-  29   

-  34 

-  39  .. 

-  49  

or  more 


^1 

15! 
17  ! 
13! 

14! 

15  ! 


Loss 


Average 
real- 
ized 
retail 
price 
per 
pound 


jAverc^'c 

[gross 

jD-.j?gin 

iper 

(pound 


Cents 


^cn^ 


5.1 
5.7 

5.3  ! 
5.9  I 
6.2  I 
6.1  I 
6.9  I 
9.5  I 

■..7 


0.  6 

1.  C 

lol 

1.6 
2.0 
2*2 
3.0 
6.2 

-O.G 


iLastem  pc  cri; 

Cuan-  i  Aver  age 
tity  real- 


Propor- 
tion of 
outlets 
in  in- 
cone 
?jrea 


Percent 


150 1 
1701 
150  I 
1-12  I 
194 1 
213 
127  I 
67  i 

40! 


8.0  i 

6.1  1 

6.3  1 
7.0  i 

7.4  { 
7.0 
8.7  ! 


4.C 


0,7 
1.0 
1.4 
1.2 
2.4 
2.5 
3.9' 
4.9I 

-i.ol 


9 
9 
26 

4 
9 

22  j 

17' 


old 
weekly 
per 


izcd 
retail 
price 


outlet Iper 

'  po^and 


Founds 


Average 
gro  ss 
rarxgin 
per 
pound 


'Cent  3 


150 
88 
425 

250 
75 

50 
575 

294 


o 
6 
6 
■1 
IS 
15 
20 
20 


96 
118 
140 
122 
148 
159 
118 
213 

49 


12s 
151 
121 
136 
127 
180 
246 
137 

176 


6.6 
6.5 
6.9. 
7.1 
7.3 
8.1 
8.5 
7.8 

4.7 


0.7 
1.2 

1.5 

1.91! 

2.3!! 

3.0 

3.7!i 

4.5ji 

-i.ol 


6 
6 
22 
16 
13 
9 
22 


38 
75 

156 
50 
65 

114 
77 
61 

56 


4.0 
3.8 
3.3 

3.3 

3.2 
4.2 
3.3 

5.1 


^.2 
3.5 

4.3 

3.1 
4.3 


3.0 


100 
50 
111 

65 
100 
67 
45 

50 


3.8 
3.0 
3.5 
4.1 

4.0 
4.0 
4.7 

2.7 


6.1 
6.6 
7.2 
7.3 
7.8 
7.4 
8.4  ] 

11.3  I 

I 

5.3  ' 


0.3|| 

1.1 

1.5 

2.b! 
2.7  II 
3.7!! 

D.fi  (i 

.  .  !! 
■^o^o^ 


3 

16 

10 

23 
26 
19 


31 

66 
125 
75 
92 
46 

31 


2.9  I 

5.0  I 
5.5  I 
5.0 
7.0  I 

I 

4.5  ' 


T/~ For  explanation  of  income"  areas,  "see  footnote  table  5,  p rge  10. 
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TaMe  31. 
at  ions 
inos  so 


-  TTestem  grcrpes  end  trngerincs:    Relation  of  incoae  axea  and  vaxi- 
in  groos  reCTal  nsT^in  to  .oiantity  of  western  grapes  and  tanger- 
Id  weekly,  ar  reported  "by  ITew  Yorl:  City  3etcilers ,  IIov.:a"bcr  1339 


xraronncs 


Proper-' 

Aver.?.^-e : 

! 

Propor- 

Ou'.m- ~] 

Av 

erofe-e ' 

tion 

OI  . 

tity 

real-  i 

tion  of 

tity 

re 

:1-  i 

outlets 

sold 

izod      ; Average 

outlets 

sold 

i2cd  iAverr^e 

■ 

in  in- 

vjoekly 

retail  , 

gross 

ii\  in- 

'.(■eokly 

retail  1  gross 

cone 

1 

per 

price     ; margin 

come 

per 

pr 

ice  jmargin 

E-r-go  in 

area 

outlet 

per  1 

per 

area 

outlet 

per  ]pcr 

gross  :u.3rgir. 

■nound  ' 

L  1 

pound 

pound  jpound 

Percent 

Percent 

Pounds 

Cent  s  1 

Cent  s  ; 

?crce"-'-t  jFounds 

Cents  ; 

Cents 

AXC2S  ij 

! 

1 

Low  Incoae 

i 
1 

Less  tlicn  15 

31 

21S 

5,9! 

0.5 

11 

159 

4.1 

0.4 

13  -  13  

22 

I-IO 

6.91 

lo2 

13 

152 

4.6  j 

0.7 

20  —  2'x  

lo 

221 

6.21 

lo4 

IS 

j  232 

4.5; 

1.0 

25  -  29 

q 

385 

5.3  i 

1.0 

16 

!  116 

R.4-  i 

O.^r  [ 

1.5 

30  -  34  

8 

165 

7.4i 

2.0 

12 

136 

4e9  1 

1.6 

35  -  39 

3 

ISo 

7.5i 

2*8 

7 

!  162 

-j.S  i 

1.7 

40  -  49  

1 

230 

9.li 

3.V 

13 

!  112 

4.9  i 

2.1 

50  or  more  ... 

— 

_  ! 

! 

3 

!  1-12 

5.5  1 

1.0 

Loss  

lO; 

130]  5c2' 

-0.4; 

1 

4.b  . 

— u.o 

Areas  l/ 

r 

! 

Medivm-Low  Incone 

; 

i 

1 

Less  tiien  15 

2S 

1791  6.1, 

O.o' 

11 

!  58 

5.1  ! 

0.5 

15  -  19  

13 

1 

»000 

4c6^ 

0,7 

5 

i  128 

5.8  1 

0.9 

20  -  24 

'^'-^ 

196 

6.9 

1.5' 

5 

i  06 

5.4 

1.2 

25  -  29.  

'  ft 

36S 

6.21 

15 

74 

1.6 

30  -  3-i 

1 

1?0 

8.0 

2.5 

14 

1  177 

5.8 

1.9 

35  -  39.  

6 

157 

6*3 

2oS 

17 

1  69 

7.0 

2.S 

40  -  49 

5 

lo2 

9.7 

4.2 

19 

1  QT) 

6c4 

2*8 

50  or  nore... 

— 

11 

1  7i 

; 
1 

8.5 

4.0 

Loss  

10 

1S9 

5.4 



3 

1 

i 

4  

4.5 

—U.O 

Areas  1/ 

1 

i 

 — — 1 

Mediim-ilisli  Ii 

icoEie 

i 

1 

Loss  thon  15 

35 

170 

0.4 

0.6 

7 

62 

6.1 

0.7 

15  ~  IS 

10 

124 

7..0 

1.1 

7 

i  loo 

6.0 

1.0 

20  -.24 

IS 

120!  7.3 

1.3 

14 

!  82 

i 

6.2 

1.3 

25  -  29 

lo 

ISl 

!  8.5 

20 

1  105 

1 

C  *t 

1.7 

30  -  34 

7 

133!  7.8 

20 

!  153 

7.1 

35  -  39 

1 

84 

I  9.5 

3.3 

10 

I  ICO 

1 

7.5 

2.8 

40  -  49 

O 

'j;2  i  80S 

3.7 

17 

'  110 

i 

6.0 

3.5 

bO  or  core  

1 

10 

!  10.5 

! 

C  '7 

'  47 

! 

i 

9.7 

5.1 

Losti^  

1 

1 

1...  , 

11 

113 

L  ^'^H 

-0." 

\  ^ 

i  80 

1 
1 

O.D 

Areas  _ly' 

I  

1 

1 

High.  Incoae 

0.7 

Less  than  15 

20 

142 

7.1 

5 

!  98 

i 

7.6 

0.8 

15  -  19 

14 

156 

8.3 

1.4 

3 

.       52  1 

6.2 

1.1 

20-24   

i 

11 

129 

'  8.4 

10 

1  65 

1 

6.2 

1.3 

25  -  29 

i 

8 

133  '  8.0 

i  11 

I  101 

1 

6.2 

l.S 

30  -  34 

i 

12 

136 

I0o2 

3-3 

1  16 

i  112 

6.5 

2.1 

35  -  39. 

1 

11 

132 

1  llcS 

4.4 

i  18 

la 

1 

6.9 

2.5 

40  -  49 

1 

( 

14 

201 

i  ^  11.4 

4.3 

i  23 

:  93 

8.4 

3.7 

50  or  nore .... 

I 
j 

Ci 

3S3 

1  21.4 

11.4 

1  11 

31 

1 

lO.C 

6.1 

8 

192 

5.0 

-0,7 

i 

i  3 

'  81 

1 

5.1 

-0.7 

_1/  Tor  explar-atic 

Ii  of  ii 

'-coue  cjreas, 

see  footnote  2  table 

page  10. 
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percent  in  hi^iest  inco:ne  areas. '  '  In  no  income  areas  v/ere  j.iaxim-om  sales 
per  outlet  associated  \7ith  loss  sn.les  (talDle  31)- 

f.iarf-'ins  on  Criinberx'ies 

,  In  all  incomo  areas,  the  largest  \7ee]:ly  voltu/.e- o i  cranberry 
sales  |ier  outlet  v/as  reported  by  the  stores  which  sold  tliis  coiri'nodity 
at  a  loss.     The  reoli?;ed  retail  price  which  resulted  in  such  loss 
sales  ■  averajTed  between  12  and  l2-l/2  cents  per  pound.     Similarly,  in 
all  income  areas,  a  relatively  large  proportion  of  theae  oxitlets  sold 
crajiberries  on  gross  margins  of  less  than  25  percent;  i.e.  ,  lowest- 
income  areas,  35  percent;  mediujn-low  income  areas,  65  percent;  medium- 
hii-,h -income  areas,  69  percent;  and  hi'^iest-incoiae  areas,  5I  percent 
(table  32). 

IllTERFxRETATIOII  OF  DATA  ON  GROSS  IvL/mGINS 

It  was  pointed  out  in  Hiscellaneous  Ileport  ITo.  23.  covering  the 
August  (1939)  survey,  and  bears  repeating  here,  that  the  interpreta- 
tion of  these  or  any  other  data  dealing  with  gross  margins  on  fruit 
should  be  made  with  great  care,  iilven  thou.<il:i  it  may  seem  to  be'  sugges- 
ted by  the  data  in  some  instances,  they  do  not  indicate  the.t  the  way 
to  increase  fruit  consmirjtion  is  to  raise  prices  and  margins.  Neither 
do  the  data  bear  out  the  theoiT  advanced  by  many  tha.t  the  waj^  to  sell 
more  fruit  is  to  hovo  retailers  reduce  prices  to  cons'umers  and  sell 
at  a  very  small  margin  unless  their  costs  of  operation  are  such  that 
low  margins  are  profitable.  -  - 

(These  data  do  emphasise  the  need  for  a  critical  but  -ujibiased 
analysis,  on  the  part  of  growers,  cooperatives, and  the  produce  trade 
in  general,  of  the  position  and  point  of  view  of  retailers  in  the 
merchandising  of  fruits.     The  retailer  is  in  business  to  make  the 
best  living  he  can.     It  is  probably  a  matter  of  indifference  to  him 
whether  he  sells  coffee,  clothespins,  or  fruit,  provided  he  gets  a 
margin  of  "profit"  on  whatever  he  does  sell  that  will  enable  him  to 
stay  in  business.     Naturally,  he  tends  to  favor  those  items  which 
sell  most  readily  and  on  which  he  can  maintain  a  substantial  volume 
of  biisiness  at  a  good  margin  of  profit.     A  retailer  can  hardly  be 
expected  to  handle  enthusiastically  a  fruit  on  which  there  is  little 
or  no  margin  of  profit,  especially  \7hen  other  commodities  offer  more 
attractive  returns. 

If  the  foregoing  analysis  is  correct,  the  conclusion  seems  to 
follow  that  it  will  pay  grov/ers,  shippers,  cooperatives  and  the 
fruit  industry  in  general  to  concentrate  on  developing  ways  and  means 
of  helping  retailers  sell  fruits  more  efficiently.     It  should  not  be 
overlooked  that  many  storekeepers  have  an  instinctive  dislike  for 
handling  perishable  products,  and  often  lack  the  knowledge  necessary 
for  success  at  this  .job. 
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Table  32»-  Ci'snterries:    Relation  of  incone  area  aiid  variations  in  gross 

retcdl  aar^;in  to  .Tuaiitity  oi  cranberries  sold  weekly,  as  reported  'bir 
  Hew  York  C ity  Het ailf  rs,  irovca"ber  1959  


C-:;sn'berries 

'Fro  "JO  r  lion 

:;uantity 

Average  1 

ii-veragc 

of  outlets 

sold 

realized 

gross 

ill  inccae 

vfoekly 

retail 

nargin 

area 

per  out- 

price 

per 

Hange  in 

let 

per 

pound 

gross  nargin 

pound 

Percent 

Percent 

Pounds 

Cents 

Cents 

Lo\:  ir.conie  a^reas  11 

less  Tinan  io  

22 

33 

14.8 

1.1 

15  -  19  

27 

20 

14.8 

2.0 

20  -  24   :  

01 

•~>o 

1.0 

0  .  <5 

5 

25 

15.2 

4.0 

?0  -  34  

5 

25 

lo»2 

5.2 

35  -  .39    

- 

■  - 

- 

— 

40  -  49   

- 

- 

- 

- 

50  or  Qore  

5 

50 

15.0 

8.5 

Loss   

5 

288 

I2o0 

-1.4 

Medium-Low  Income  aron,s  1/ 

Less  tnan  lo  

"  31 

96 

14.8 

1.5 

15  -  19   

14 

23 

15*4 

2.6 

20  -  24   

18 

fS 

lo.o 

'7  w 

3.D 

—   

13 

47 

17.0 

4.7 

30  -  34  

8 

36 

I0.8 

5.4 

35  -  39   

1 

50 

13.0 

7.0 

40  -  43  

2 

8 

15.9 

6.9 

bU  or  more 

20 

14.1 

7.2 

Lo  ss  

6 

130 

12-1 

-1.3 

MediTom— Hi^'h.  Incone  areas  1/ 

1 

T                      it'            -I    -  ^ 

Less  tnsn  lb   

21 

40 

1  15.0 

1.5 

15  -  19   

12 

26 

15.5 

2.6 

27 

34 

1  15.4 

3.3 

25  -  29   

18 

33 

i  }^'^ 

4.5 

30  -  34   

10 

49 

1    15  cO 

5.2 

'35  -  39  

1 

24 

1  19.2 

5.7 

40  -  49  

1 

12 

16.7 

7.5 

50  0    ao  re  

1 

3 

j  16.7 

1 

10.0 

Loss   

90 

1 

1  I2e5 

-0.9 

High  Incone  areas  Ij 

1— — ■ — ■  ■  — 

Less  than  15   

14 

!  51 

i  14.4 

1.1 

15  -  19  

12 

1 

i  ?6 

I  15,3 

2.5 

20  -  24   

21 

1  ""^ 

16.0 

3*5 

25  -  29  

19 

33 

1  16.9 

1  4.5 

30  -  34  

10 

1  75 

j  16.7 

5.4 

35  -  39  

12 

i  59 

1  13.2 

1  6.7 

40  -  49  

8 

I  72 

i  13.1 

8.4 

50  or  aore  

1  " 

Loss 

.1 
X 

.  197 

'  i:.4 

!  -1.1 

Ij'  ?or  explanation  of  iv-coue  area-s,  see  footnote  2  table  5,  page  10. 
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3P0IIAG2  Al©  mJlT  SALES 


The  perishable  natuie  of  r;,ost  fruits  and  ve^setaliles  makes  the 
retailing  of  such  produce  more  exacting  and  hazardous  than  the  retail- 
in^;;  01  groceries  or  other  staple  and  r el^oti vely  nonperishaole  conrnod- 
ities.     Conoequently ,  the  relative  eztent  of ' spoilage  or  waste  which 
a  retailer  normally  incurs  in  handling  a  given  fruit  affects  the 
merchandisinr,  as  well  as  the  profits.     As  might  be  expected,  the 
spoilage  incurred  on  a  given  quantity  of  fiuit  differed  according 
to  the  kind  of  fruits  and  the  retail  outlet. 

Spoilage  on  Apples 

The  average  spoilage  on  eastern  apples  during  llovomber,  as  repor- 
ted by  these  retailers,  was  3-3  pounds  per  100  pounds.     Wagon  or  motor 
hucksters,  hov/ever,  reported  spoilage  of  only  2.'+  fjounds  per  100  pounds, 
v/hile  pushcart  operators  had  spoilage  of  almost  k  pounds  in  ea,ch  100. 
In  the  case  of  western  apples,  spoilage  averaged  3-1  pounds  per  100 
pounds,  but  chain  grocers  rex)orted  only  2.6  pounds  vrhereas  both  pushcart 
operators  and  wagon  or  motor  hucksters  reported  3,6  pounds  per  100 
(table  33)0  Spoilage  on  Oranges 

The  largest  average  spoilage  of  California  oranges  was  reyjorted 
by  fruit  and  vegetable  stores  (-1.2  pounds  per  100),  and  the  lowest 

pushcart  operators  (3  pounds  per  lOO).     Spoilage  reported  by  the 
remaining  four  types  of  outlets  was  quite  uniform  (from  ^.])  to  3*7 
pounds  per  100 ). 

On  Florida  oranges,  no  type  of  outlet  reported  an  average  spoil- 
age of  more  than  3-9  po'unds  per  100.     Wa.gon  or  motor  hucksters  had 
average  spoilage  01  only  1.8  pounds  per  100.     Spoilage  v/as  highest 
in  meat  markets  (3-9  pounds)  and  second  highest  in  chain  grocery 
stores  (3.7  pounds  per  100). 

Spoila^'e  on  Other  Jruits 

Spoilage  on  grapefrait  ranged  from  1.6  pounds  reported  by  wagon 
or  motor  hucksters  to  3-6  pou-nds  by  chrain  grocery  stores,  and  aver- 
aged 3  pounds  per  100  pounds  for  all  outlets. 

On  b,ananas ,  sp0j.lage  averaged  b.U  pounds  per  100,  and  ranged 
from  7-3  pounds  by  chain  grocery  stores  to  2  pounds  per  100  by 
hucksters. 

Spoilage  on  eastern  pears  averaged  U.  1  pounds  per  100,  and 
ranged  from  about  U.7  pounds  by  fruit  and  vegetable  stores  to  less 
than  1  pound  by  wagon  o.r  motor  hucksters. 
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On  v.-estern  pears,  spoilage  averas'ed  slif.htly  leas  (3.b  pounds 
per  100)  than  on  eastsrn  pears  (^!.  1  pomias  per  100 )  and  ranged  from 
2  pounds  by  hucksters  to  U  pounds  in  neat  markets. 

Relatively  heavy  losses  from  spoi'la^-e  were  incurred  on  v/estern 
grapes.    Average  aooila^i-e  wab  o.  2  po^.xncls  pex'  100,  and  ranged  from 
11.1  pounds  in  neat  markets  to  1.2  pounds  by  wa(,on  or  motor  huck- 
sters. 

Average  spoilage  on  tangerines  was  3-7  pomids  p'Br  100,  and 
ran^.';ed  from  2.  S  poimds  "by  wagon  or  motor  hucksters  to  4.3  poimds  in 
chain  grocery  stores. 

Hot  all  types  of  outlets  handled  honeydew  melons,  but  heavy 
spoilage  seeLis  to  ho.ve  been  incurred  by  all  types  of  outlets  that 
did  handle  them.     Spoilage  ranged  from  10.5  po\uids  per  100  pou.nds 
in  independent  grocery  stores  to  25*9  po\mda  in  meat  markets. 

Spoilage  in  handling  cranberries  seems  to  have  been  negligible 
for  all  tyjjes  of  oiitlets.     The  average  loss  was  less  thpn  0.1 
pound  jjer  100  pounds.  ,  . 

SPOIMGE,  PRICES  AND  IvX^GINS  RELATED  TO  VOME  Hi\lJDLED 

•  Apple  3 

One  of  the  factors  which  seemed  to  affect  spoilo.ge  in  ilovember 
as  well  as  in  August  was  the  quantity  of  each  fruit  handled.     In  the 
case  of  eastern  aioples,  loss  from  spoilage  averaged  >  1  pouiids  per 
100  where  less  than  ^0  pounds  were  handled  weekly,  in  com^parison  with 
3.1  i)ounds  per  100  where  2,000  pounds  or  more  per  week  r.eve  handled 
(a  decrease  in  spoilage  of  about  Uo  percent)     (table  3^)-  Spoilage 
of  v/estern  a.pples  was  3-^  pounds  per  100  when  less  than  50  pounds 
per  week  were  handled,  2.1  pounds  per  100  when  3OO  to  4-00  pounds  were 
handled  weekly,  but  was  considerably  larger  in  the  largest- so lurae 
group  of  outlets. 

In  the  case  of  eastern  apples,  actual  realized  retail  prices  per 
pound  were  lower  in  large  volume  outlets,  but  the  percentage  of  gross 
margin  was  higher.     The  actual  realized  retail  lorice  of  western  apples 
differed  hardly  at  all,  whether  the  v;eekly  volume  per  store  was  5O  or 
^00  pounds  of  apples.     It  should  be  noted  that  only  6  percent  of  all 
ovitlets  handled  2,000  or  more  pounds  of  eastern  apples  per  week,  and 
only  U  percent  of  all  outlets  handled  60O  or  more  pounds  of  western 
apples  per  week. 

Oranr-'ies 

Spoilage  on  California  oranges  averaged  U. 7  pounds  per  109  in 
outlets  handling  less  than  50  pounds  per  week,  and  3-6  pounds  per 
100  v;hen  volmie  was  1,000  or  more  pounds  per  week  (a  decrease  of  about 
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23  percent  in  spoilage)     (table  35)  •     Similarly,  sooilture  on  Florida, 
oranges  decreased  froiii  U.  3  pounds  to  'j.l  "oounds  per  100  (or  about 
35  percent).     The  actuaJ.  margiii  on  Oaliibrnia  oranges  in  cents  per 
pound,  as  well  as  in  peicentage  of  gross  retail  -price,  \;as  highest 
where  the  largest  volune  of  oranges  was  handled.     The  reverse  was 
true  of  Florida  oisnges. 

Grapefruit 

The  ajDparent  effect  of  volun^ie  handled  on  spoilage  of  grapefruit 
is  somewhat  inconsistent,  but  in  general,  spoilage  seans  to  have 
declined  as  qua:atit7  handled  weekly  increased.     The  outlets  handling 
less  than  50  pounds  weekly  per  store  reported  spoilage  of  3*  3  pounds 
per  100,  and  those  handling  3,000  pox-mds  or  more  per  week,  2.7  pounds 
(a  difference  of  about  IS  piercent)     (table  3^).     However,  the  10 
percent  of  these  retailers,  that  handled  from  500  to  1,000  pounds 
per  v»eek,  had  an  average  spoilage  of  3*5  po^inds  per  100,  the  highest 
of  3jxy  group  reioorting.  ,  . 

Tangerines 

Almost  half  of  the  65I  retail  outlets  that  handled  tangerines 
sold  less  than  50  po'onds  per  store  per  week,  and  the  spoilage  averaged 
5.1  pounds  per  100,     Eight  percent  of  the  outlets  sold  3OO  po-ands  or 
more  per  \7eek,  and  spoilage  averaged  3*^  pounds  per  100  po'onds  (or 
about  33  percent  less).    Realised  retail  prices  and  gross  margins  were 
also  sliglitly  less  when  relatively  large  quantities  were  handled 
weekly  (table  36). 

Bananas 

Only  6  percent  of  the  975  outlets,  which  handled  bananas  during 
November,  sold  less  than  50  poiinds  per  weei-i,  and  the  spoilage  in  those 
stores  averaged  9.2  pounds  per  100  pounds.     Ten  percent  of  the  stores 
handled  5OO  or  more  pounds  per  week,  and  average  spoilage  amoimted  to 
about  5.2  pounds  per  100  (a  decrease  of  U3  percent)     (table  37).  The 
gross  margin  (\7hether  calculated  on  a  percentage  basis  or  in  acttial 
cents  per  pound)  rose  more  or  less  regularly  as  the  quantities  handJ.ed 
per  week  increased. 

Western  C-ra'oes 

As  previously  indicated,  loss  from  spoilage  seems  to  have  been 
•specially  heavy  on  western  grapes.     Out  of  963  stores,  which  handled 
western  grapes,  76  percent  reported  spoilage  of  more  than  10  pounds 
per  100  (table  37).    Almost  one-third  of  these  ou.tlets,  which  handled 
from  50  to  99  poimds  of  western  grapes  v;eekly  per  store,  reported 
spoilage  of  10  I/2  poT.mds  per  100;  but  in  7  percent  of  the  stores 
handling  500  or  more  pounds  weekly  the  average  spoilage  v/as  only  5.7 
pounds  per  100  pounds.     The  largest  gross  uiargin  (both  in  cents  per  pound 
and  on  a  percentage  basis)  was  taken  by  the  outlets  handling  from 


-  53  - 


(D  TO 

qD  -p 

-P  >H  — 

-P   -H  r-l| 
0  rH 
O  O 

Q)  «H  o3 

o  ^ 


rH   rH    CrN'»  ^    O  I  

rH  C\J  rH  rH  (H  rH 


CO  CO  to  C\JU3 
t-{  t-\  r-\  r-i 


-p 

<D 


>> 

01 

<D 

03 
;h 
o 

0; 

t:) 

•rH 
S-. 

o 

rH 


rH 
-P 

o 


•H 

c3 
■p 


°  A)  CD 

O  U  O 

ti,t  o3  u 

(D  .H  rH 

O  rH  -rH 

fH  03  05 


o; 
•p 

to 
c 


rH 

O  ft 
CO 


o  ^1  c; 

H   (D  p 

ft  Q 

Q. 


ft 


Q)  rd  tiO  (D 

ti.O   0  rH  S  P- 

N  -H  -H 

U  -H  05  rH  CD 

(D  rH  -P  rH  O 

>  03  Q)  e  -H 

^    CD  U  m  u 

fH  ;^ 


O  rH  ^  J-  LT^VD  O 

c\)  c\j  c\j  aj  c\j  cvj  t-^ 


r-\  <-{  r-\   C\J  rH  O  '-^ 

t-^  1--^  oj 


IXMOv  CO  CO  l-O  O 
rH  rH  r-i  rH  rH  rH  cG 


J-  1^  h<-N  OJ  rH  CTi 
rH  rH  rH  rH  rH  rH  O 


ir\  I^'.-O  rH  rH  O 

r —      r—  r^vD 


LTn  C\J  CM  rH  cr>>-^ 
.zf      J-  J-  rA  t-^  1^ 


0)1 
c3i 

ft 

CD  ft 

: 

c\3 

rH  -ri: 
•H  fi 

o  P 

ft  o, 

r/3  P 

8i 

rH 


O  ^-  rH  CTM-^  C\J 
O  CO   OM^r— ( — 


O  O  LTN  rH  O  O  LOi 


r—  rH  r —  'sX)  ^T-  V£) 


^  ^i""       r-^  1-^ 

03 

QJ 

W 

1 

03 

6 

OA  cT^  CJ>  OA  CTN  f-« 

0 

o 

LP\  cr»  OA  cr.  cr\  OA  c 

K 

'jCA 

o 

rH  rU  J   'HA  S 

o3 

03 

53 

u 

•H 

■-P 

1     1     1     1     I  o 

o 

U 

o 

03 

O 

o 

tH 

a) 

o  o  c  o  o 

•H 

•H 

c  o  o  o  o  - 

^1 

rH 

IIA  rH   C\J  KA  '-r>  rH 

O 

03 

rH 

o 

Cr^  rH  ^   Cj>  OArH 


CD 
.H 


03 

0$ 


o3 

•H 

. 

O  -P 

'M  O 

•H  rH 

rH  -P 

rj  p 

o  o 


4i 

03  ^ 

rH  03 

i>s  03  -P  'd 

<-{  'X)  ^  a 

d    °  ^ 

0)03  o 

OJ    03    ^^  (X, 


(1) 

ft 


© 
JH 


CTN  CTn  CJ^  (JA  <T^ 
CJ^  OA  C^  OA  JA 
rH  CU-t  Cr. 

I      I      I      I  I 


o 
o 

o  o  o  o  o 

O  O  O  O  O  " 

LfA  iH  CO  NALfA  rH 


LC>  oj  to  oj  'JO  o  .J^^ 

>H   C\J  rH  iH   rH  rH 


LPv  ir>vx)  I —  ctn  cn  o> 

CO  CM  CM  C\J  ^AJ  CJ  CVI 


r-^  ^'^  r<-\  1^ 


r-t  rH  rj  O.J  OJ  rj 
<—'.  .— I  ^  rH  i-H  rH  rH 


r-^      CO  to 

Cvi  CVI  CM  rH  iH 


o 

•H 

CD  ""CJ  >-i 

-H  111 
-p 


1)  <H 


rH 

O 


w 

(D  p. 

to 

r-i  •-Cl 
•H 

o  :i 
Ph  o 

f/2  Q- 

O 

o 


o  L^^J-  CO  OJ 

=t  ^  ^  ^-r- 


tO  O  iiO  rH 


O  Jd-  rH  OJ  C!>>  O  CJ 

O  CJ^  ( J--.  M       o  ^ 

rH  rH 


r^,  rH  Of — UD  'Or — 
CM  OJ  OJ 


O  r-'^  lOi  C7>,f~~ 
O  r— ^X)  ^  ^.O 

rH 


rH  r-—  ro  vc\:j- 


m 

CD 

CD 

rH 

CD 

\r\ 

rH 

■A 

>i 

o 

rH 

b 

u 

O 

CO 

CD 

id 

o 

0) 

u 

cfS  oS  crs  oS  ..T-.  Q 

O  \  (T>  C3^       CTN  i= 
rH  aj^  CT^. 

in 

I     I     I     I     1  © 


o  o  o  o  0 
000000 

Li^  rH  OvJ  ro  LOl  rH 


O 

CO 
C^l 
CD 


crS  crs  C7N  o 

CT^.  0"^  ^ 


I     I     I  o 

000 
0000 

I  -^  rH  OJ  r--, 


•-  55  - 


- 

-p 

o3 

-P 

-p 

(D 

-p 

cH 

•P 

<D 

O 

rH 

o 

7i 

O 

o 

er 

o 

re 

iH 

LOi  O  LOi  CM  O 
CV:  C\J  rH  rH  rH  rH 


oO  OJ  rH  VO  r— 
rH  1^  CM  rH 


tC  O  rH  1^  r —  O 
rH   C^J  C\J  C\J  C\J  CM 


I —  LOi^  V-O   CntD  rH 

d  d  o  d  o  d  rH 


^  VO  ^-O  Cr»  rH  CO 
r-^  r-i  T-\  r-\ 


ha 

n 

•H 

rH 

rH 

<D 

0) 

(D 

-P 

a 

N 

W 

O 

!^ 

%^ 

■H 

■H 

CD 

I — i 

rH 

^1 

O 

> 

cv5 

•H 

ft 

< 

0) 

a 

u 

-p 

p- 

f-4 

rH  ~0  to   CT.  rH  to  rH 


CTn  O  to  CM  cr\  CTN 

r —  to  r—  fo  I —  ltn 


CD 
m 

a 

CD  o 

-'^ 
<u  p, 

rH  --d 
■H 

9.  ^ 

Ph  O 
C/3  ft 

O 
O 


O  1-^  i-Ti  cr>  rH  CO 
O  CT\  to  to  r — 


O  ^  rH  LI^  VX) 

O  O  O  C^^t^  LC\ 

r-i   r-\  r-\ 


w 

CD  +s 

rH  <U 

ce  rH 

W  -P 

pi 

Qj  (1) 

<U  Ph 
I-- 


CO  vx>  to  CM  LCAVX)  CVJ 

CT\  .o      to     vo  LO 


rH  LC>  CM  vo  cr^  r — 
odd  cr\  d 

r-\   r-{  r-^ 


o 

p 


CTN  cn  crs  (TS 
crv:t  CT>  CT^ 

rJ  rH  CO-=r 

I    t    I    I  I 


w  o  c  o  o  o 
<1>  o  o  -^^  o  o  o 

1-q  Lr>  rH  rH  CO  r-^ 


CD 

1:1:0) 

'rt 

:     !    i  1 
cr>  oS  c!A  cS  o 

U 

CTs  Cf>  0"^  CT>  ;5 

If 

rH  CMj^r 

-p 

!-. 

1     I     1     1  o 

w 

O 

ra 

o  o  o  o 

hJ 

o  o  c  o  o 

CO 

LOi  rH  CO 

o 

\^ 

CPv 

>s 
,o 

■d 

rH 

o 

tH 

CD 


CO 

Co 

pq 


-  56  - 


300  to  ^99  pounds  per  v/eok. 

Western  Pears 

Almost  tv/o- fifths  of  the  075  retcdl  outlets,  v/hich  haudloa.  ^jestern 
pears,  sold  less  than  ^0  pon.nds  weekly  per  store,  with  cm  average  loss 
from  spoilage  of  >3  po:.mds  per  100  pou2ids.     On  the  other  iiand,  7  per- 
cent of  these  outlets,  risndlin-  from  3OO  to  i-lQq  poxJids  per  store  per 
week,  had  spoilage  losses  of  only  2.o  povjids  per  100  (ta.blo  38).  Per- 
centage ^ross  reitail  margins  were  highest  in  those  stores  where  lea.st 
spoilaf~e  was  reported. 

T:.e  foregoing  data  seen  to  indicate:,  for  the  most  loart ,  distinctly 
lower    spoilage  losses  oy  outlets  handling  relatively  large  volumes  of 
a  given  fruit.     It  is  probaoly  easier  to  avoid  spoiirge  when  a  fast 
turnover,  usxially  incident  to  large  volume,  is  e:q:erienced.     In  con- 
trast, it  is  probably  impossible  to  avoid  somewhat  larger  spoilage 
losses  when  small  voli:ijnes  are  handled  with  a  sIo'.t  turnover. 

AliOUHT  OF  DISPLAY  SPACE  HEI^ED  TO  SALES 

In  the  same  ;aanner  as  in  August,  efforts  were  made  to  compare  the 
amount  of  display  space  devoted  to  certain  leading  fruits  e.nd  to  observe 
the  relation  of  the  amount  of  display  space  to  the  sales  per  retail  out- 
let of  these  fruits.     It  should  again  be  emphasized  that  tlie  following 
data  do  not  answer  the  question  whether  a  large  display  of  apples  sells 
a  large  vol-ome  of  apples  or  a  retailer  has  a  large  di-splay  merely  be- 
cause he  has  learned  he  can  sell  a  large  vol"'Jime  of  apples  and  must  put 
them  somewhere. 

In  chain  grocery  stores,  apple  sales  \/ere  11^  xjo-'onds  per  week 
where  the  display  space  amounted  to  3  square  feet  or  less  and  2,653 
pouJids  per  week  v/here  the  display  covered  hO  square  feet  or  more 
(table  35)-     Res^olts  in  independent  grocery  stores  and  in  independent 
fr'i-d.t  and  vegetable  stores  were  somewhat  similar  to  those  in  chain 
grocery  stores.     In  meat  markets,  and  other  types  of  outlets,  the 
relationship  was  less  rof^lar  but  followed  the  syme  general  x^"'-ttern. 

In  chain  grocery  stores,  sales  of  oranges  avero-ged  279  pounds 
per  v,'eek  where  display  space  of  3  square  feet  or  less  was  used,  and 
3,5^1  pounds  where  display  space  covered  50  square  feet  or  more 
(table  Uo).     Results  in  independent  grocery  storus,  puohcarts  and 
other  types  of  outlets  folio. /ed  about  the  same  pattern. 

Just  as  in  August,  a  comparatively  large  number  of  all  types 
of  outlets  used  a  small  space  for  displo?/ing  apples  aiid  oi'anges. 
Sixty-one  percent  of  the  independent  grocery  stores,  60  percent  of 
the  wagon  hucksters  and       percent  of  the  pushcart  operators  used 
less  than  6  square  feet  of  display  space  for  oranges.'    On  the  con- 
trary, 26  percent  of  the  meat  markets  ond  22  percent  of  the  fruit  and 
vegetable  stores  had  displays  covering  ^4-0  or  more  square  feet. 
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Apple  displays  of       percent  of  the  pushcart  operatorr.,  6l  per- 
cent of  the  independent  ,-";rooers,  4U  percent  of  the  hvicksters  cmd  36 
percent  of  the  chain  /^locer^  stores  covered  b  scpis.re  foet  or  les'o. 
However,  ?M  percent  of  the*  ..;eat  marlCGts  and  17  percent  of  the  fruit 
and  vegetable  stands  ha,d  apple  displays  covt^rlng  Uo  squia.re  feet  or 
more. 

ATT.UCTIVaiESS  OF  DISPIAY  REJ.AT.IID  TO  SAL:^S 

A  further  check  on  display  and  sales  was  made  during  I'lovernher 
by  requirin..-:  enumerators  to  give  each  retail  outlet  a  persona],  rating 
of  'ie:>:cellent  I' ,   "good"  or  "poor",  with  respect  to  the  attractiveness 
of  the  entire  display  of  fruits  and  vegetables.     Such  ratings  were, 
of  course,   strictly  the  personal  appraisal  of  the  enumerator.     In  all 
tj^qpes  of  outlets  except  the  wagon  or  motor  hucksters,  the  results 
were  striking.    TaJdng  all  outlets  mthout  regard  to  t^n_)e,  gross  sales 
of  fruits  ai'id  vegetables  averaged  $3^S  per  week  in  the  stores  rated 
"excellent",  ^157  in  stores  rated  ":,ood"  and  only  ip'iS  in  stores  rated 
"poor"  (table  Ul).     In  the  stores  rated  "excellent"  the  average 
quaJitity  of  selected  fruits  sold  per  \7eek  v/as  'j/ob^^  povjids  per  store, 
in  contrast  with  1,7/^  po^onds  in  stores  rated  "good"  and  939  pounds 
in  stores  rated  "poor".    Chain  grocery  stores  had  a  larger  proportion 
of  the  total  rated  "eicoll^'nt "  (2o  xiercent)  than  any  other  type  of 
outlet.     I'vleat  markets  ranked  second  (with  2.1  percent)  but  average 
sales  of  selected  fruits  in  the  "excellent"  meat  markets  were  greater 
by  IjSOO  pounds  per  store  per  vreek  than  in  "excellent"  chain  grocery 
stores.     Only  15  percent  of  the  independent  fruit  and  vegetable  stores 
were  rated  "excellexit " ,  out  sales  of  selected  fruits  per  store  were 
second  only  to  "excellent"  meat  markets.     Ebne  of  the  v;agon  hucksters, 
only  2  percent  of  the  pushcarts,  and  only  S  percent  of  the  independent 
grocery  stores  were  rated  "excellent". 

These  data  seem  to  support  the  commonly  accepted  theory  that  "the 
eye  bnys"  ^uid  that  an  a.ttractive  displa.y  is  likely  to  help  sell  fruits 
and  vegetables.     The  kind  of  display  which  any  particular  store  can 
use  advantageously  rmxst ,  of  course,  be  determined  by  the  particular 
circumstances  surrounding  the  store.     Th.is  display  information  seems 
to  show  that  the  outward  appearance  of  fniit  stores  would  be  a  reliable 
guide  to  sales  promotion  men  who  attaajit  to  estimate  the  sales  volumes 
of  retail  outlets, 

VAPJETIES  OF  APPLES  lL\iTDLlID 

At  least  33  named  varieties  of  eastern  apples  and  11  named  varie- 
ties of  western  apples  were  handled  by  these  1,51*^  retailers  in  addi- 
tion to  unlcnov.Ti  varieties  sold  as  such  or  under  desigr:ations  such  as 
"cooking  opples". 
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Out  of  a  total  of  552,664  pound3  of  apples  sold  weekly  during 
Hovember,  eastern  applet  made  up  alid^-tlv  more  tlian  percent  and 
wer^tern  apples  slightly  less  than  l6  percent. 

The  variety  of  apples  no  Id  in  largest  voliune  was  the  i.iclntosh. 
One-third  of  txie  entire  quantity  of  apples  sold  \7as  of  this  variety 
(taole  U2).    Practically  all  these  iviclntosh  apples  were  of  eastern 
orifjin.     western  apples  of  the  Delicious  variety  were  third  in  rank 
(about  12  percent  of  the  total  apple  sales)  hut  if  the  tonnage  of 
"both  eastern  and  v/estern  apples  of  tJie  Delicious  variety  were  a.dded 
together,  this  variety  would  ranlc  second  with  1$  percent  of  the 
total.     Eastern  apples  of  the  Greening  variety  then  ranl->:ed  third, 
with  slirhtly  more  than  lU  percent,  followed  by  easbern  apples  of 
the  Cortland  variety  (about  7  percent);  and  of  the  Baldwin  variety 
(about  6  percent).     Eastern  apples  of  the  Rome  Beauty  variety  made 
up  3  percent  aiid  -./estern  Rome  Beo,uty  apples  l.Z  percent,  thus 
accountinfj  for  sliiiost  5  percent  of  the  total.     These  6  varieties 
(Mcintosh,  Delicirus,  Greening,  Cortland,  Baldwin,  and  Rone  Beauty) 
amounted  to  S>2  percent  of  the  total  weekly  apple  sales. 

Ls.dy  apples,  used  largely  for  decorative  purposes,  brought  the 
highest  realized  retail  price  per  pound  rer,orted  for  any  apple  but 
was  handled  in  very  sr.'all  quantities.     Of  the  other  varieties, 
western  apples  of  the  G-olden  Delicious  variety  averaged  9,8  cents 
per  pound  but  the  most  popular  western  variety  -  Delicious  or  Red 
Delicious  -  brou^it  an  average  realized  retail  price  01  S.o  cents 
per  pound. 

Among  the  33  varieties  01  eastern  rpples,  a  sma.ll  quantity  of 
Cortland  apples,  in  cartons,  realized  6  cents  per  pound,  and  I'lclntosh 
apples,  likewise  in  cartons  and  relatively  small  in  quajitity,  brought 
5.4  cents  per  poxind.     Of  the  eastern  apples  sold  in  quantities  of 
1,000  pounds  or  more  per  week,  the  Iviclntosh  brour^iit  the  highest 
Price  per  pound  (^.5  cents),  the  Greening  ranked  second  with  3.9 
cents  per  pound;  the  Ylork  third  with  3.6  cents  per  pouiid;  the  Deli- 
cious fourth  u'ith  3.5  cents  per  pound,  and  Winesaps  fifth  tdth  3.3 
cents  per  -poiund.     The  t^  varieties  of  eastern  apples  which  brought 
lowest  prices  ;;ere  the  Ben  Davis  and  the  Gano. 

Among  eastern  apples,  the  highest  spoilage  (7.2  pounds  per 
100  pounds)  was  reported  for  Pippins  and  crab  apples',  both  of 
which  were  sold  in  relatively  small  quantities.     Among  eastern 
apples  v.'hich  sold  in  substantial  quantities,  the  heaviest  spoilage 
(^.3  poimds  per  100)  was  reported  for  the  northern  Spy  and  the 
I/Iclntosh  was  second  with  3.9  pounds  per  100. 

Trie  highest  proj-ortion  of  spoilage  for  all  varieties  was  re- 
ported on  a  small  quantity  of  western  apples  of  the  TJinesap  variety 
(7.3  pounds  per  100).     On  the  average,  however,  spoilage  on  eastern 
and  western  apples  was  about  the  sai.ie.     Average  spoilage  on  eastern 
apples  was  3.3  pounds  and  on  western  apples  3.I  pounds  per  100. 
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Table  42»-  Total  qumtity  sold  woc'cly  end  average  realized  retcdl  selling  price, 
gross  retail  iirrgin  end  spoilage  incurrea  for  each  vnriety  of  epplos,  as 
reported  "by  ITcv/  York  City  Retailers  jj ,  Kovenber  1939 


1 

Average  gross  retial 

Av'-,rogo 

uargin 

Quantity 

Average 

rerJ-izcd 

Porcontoge  oT 

sold  v;cokly 

spoila.f^e 

retail 

realized 

FercdriS^ 

per 

soiling 

retail 

ago  of 

100  pounds 

price 

price 

Variety 

Totr-l 

total 

purchased 

per  po\and 

Per  pound 

per  pound 

Eastern  apples; 

Pounds 

Percent 

Pounas 

Cents 

Cent  s 

Percent 

^/r*  T  rrf.n  cVi    i  "hn  •  1 

•300  Q77 

ox  •  D 

1.9 

42 

1 

1 .  o 

.  ( 

lo 

Total  or  average 

314,741 

33,0 

3.8 

4.5 

1  .ft 

40 

Er  ceiling  

137,241 

14.^ 

2*3 

 A  p5  

1.5 

41 

Cortland  ("bu»)  

64 , 580 

6.8 

2*5 

3.0 

1.2 

40 

Cortland^  cartons ) 

780 

•  1 

6.0 

1.7 

28 

Baldwin  

60,117 

6.3 

2.6 

1.1 

42 

Delicious  

59,002 

6.2 

3.7 

1.4 

40 

Eone  Beauty  

28,573 

3.0 

2*5 

2.7 

1.3 

43 

York  

19,990 

2.1 

3.4 

3.6 

1.5 

41 

Northern  Spy  

18,4^12 

1.9 

5.8 

3.2 

1.3 

41 

Jonathan  

12,616 

1.3 

2.8 

2.7 

1.2 

44 

Viinescj)  

11,371 

1.2 

4.6 

3.3 

.9 

27 

Ben  Da-vTis 

11,712 

1^2 

2.0 

1.9 

1.1 

58 

Golden  Delicious 

9,348 

1.0 

4.3 

4.1 

1.8 

44 

Snov;   

7,968 

.8 

2.2 

2.4 

1.0 

42 

V'olf  Hiver.  

7 ,653 

.8 

2.3 

3.2 

1.7 

53 

Staynan  

6,956 

.7 

1.3 

3.8 

1.0 

26 

Winter  Banana  

6,760 

.7 

5.0 

2.1 

.9 

42 

Wealthy  

4,772 

.5 

1.4 

3.4 

1.5 

47 

ToDpkins  King  

3,596 

.4 

1.5 

2.2 

1.1 

50 

Gano  

3,120 

.3 

4.5 

1.8 

.3 

44 

Stark  

2,7c6 

.3 

2.5 

2.2 

1.2 

54 

Opalescent   

2,616 

.3 

4.5 

4.5 

2.4 

53 

Spitzenhorg  

1,864 

.2 

2/ 

4.2 

- 

- 

B^Dxringer  

913 

.1 

iTl 

2.6 

1.2 

46 

Pi-npin  

810 

.1 

7.2 

2.8 

1.0 

36 

"CC'oking"   

573 

.1 

4.5 

2.9 

1.3 

45 

Hubbard  ston  

480 

.1 

1.7 

2.5 

.9 

36 

Black  Twig  

480 

•  JL 

- 

3.8 

2.6 

68 

Nero  

2^i0 

^1 

3.3 

1.8 

55 

Crab   

138 

7.2 

4.6 

2.7 

59 

Nev;  York  State  

96 

i 

— 

5.0 

2.9 

58 

Twenty— Ounce 

96 

3.0 

2.0 

52 

Imperial  

90 

6.7 

3.1 

-0.2 

-  7 

Lady  

rO 

23.6 

14.3 

50 

Nevrcoim  Pippin 

cr\ 
dU 

•4 

6.6 

3.3 

•6 

18 

Eusset 

/  o 
4o 

4.2 

4.8 

2.3 

Unknovjn  varieties 

3,064 

.3 

3.9 

2.  r 

1.1 

41 

Total  or  average 

8.!..4 

3,3 

3,8 

1.6 

42 

Wo  ^tpiTl   snTil  t^c:* 

Delicious   

112,264 

li.8 

3.1 

6.8 

1.9 

28 

Eciie  Beauty  

17,006 

1.8 

3.2 

7.2 

2.5 

34 

S^itzunberg  

r  »3oD 

.8 

1.7 

7.1 

2.7 

38 

widen  Delicious. 

6,o61 

.7 

2.7 

9.8 

3.6 

37 

Jonathan   

1,705 

.2 

1»D 

1.8 

TA 

3C 

iiaxly  

1,008 

.1 

o 
•  O 

24.1 

10.0 

41 

Winter  Banana  

660 

.1 

2»6 

1  4.1 

1.8 

44 

Mclnto  sh(  Canadic'Xi) 

440 

i 

6.4 

3.2 

5C 

Nevrbovai  

303 

2.0 

7.1 

2.6 

36 

V/incsogp  

220 

7.3 

5.8 

1.0 

17 

Qaince' 

220 

% 

2.3 

9.2 

2.4 

26 

Uriknown  varieties 

264 

2/ 

5.7 

6.8 

1.8 

26 

Total  or  average 

148,321 

15.6 

3.1 

7.1 

2.1 

30 

^^I^.all  varieties 

952,664 

100.0 

3.2 

4.3 

1.7 

38 

1/  Includes  422  fruit  and  vegetable  :.toreG;  361  independent  grocery  stores; 
277  chain  grocery  stores;  319  pushcart  operators;  71  v;agon  or  motor  raicksters; 
and  66  neat  markets,  representing  a  cross-section  of  all  income  areas. 

2/  Less  than  0.1  percent. 


Since  ^poil^ige  fi£7ares  on  eastern  and  v;estern  apples  \reve  so  nearly 
similar,  it  raigiit  be  e:.'.pected  tliat  gross  retail  margins  mi^^t  lil:eT,-:ise 
be  similar,  but.  sacli  \^a.s  not  the  case.    The  average  i-,ros5  i.iargin  on 
eastern  apples  v;aa  1.6  cents  per  pouna  (or  42  percent  ox  the  gross 
retail  price)  -.Thersas  on  v/estern  apples  it  was  2.1  cents  ;^..er  po^jnd  bat 
only  30  percent  of  the  gi^oss  realized  retail  price. 

The  percentaeTe  of  gross  iiargins  on  './estei-n  apples  ranged  from 
17  percent  on  ITiaesaps  to        percent  on  Canadian  i.lclntosh.     On  eastern 
apples,  percentages  of  gross  margin  ranged  from  a  7  percent  loss  on 
the  Imperial  va-riety  to.  a  60  percent  gross  profit  on  the  Black  Tv/ig 
variety.     C>.i.riously ,  tlie  gross  margin  on  eastern  T/inesaps  was  like- 
wise relatively  low. 

PHOPORTIOI'  05^  ST.ORSS  HMiDLIrlG-  .ZACH  VARIETY 

Out  of  the  33  ^13-med  varieties  of  eastern  apples,  only  6  were 
handled  by  10  percent  or  more  of  all  outlets  which  sold  eastern 
apples  (table  ^^3).     In  order  of  importance,  these  6  varieties  were 
(1)  Llclntosh;   (2)  Greening;   (3)  Delicious;   ('+)  Baldv/in;   (5)  Cortland, 
and  (b)  York. 

The  practices  of  various  types  of  outlets,  with  regard  to 
varieties  handled,  differed  considerably.     For  exsmple,  9I  percent 
of  the  fruit  and  vegetable  stores  handled  Mcintosh  apples  in  contrast 
with  51  percent  of  the  wagon  or  motor  hucksters  and  44  percent  of  the 
pushcart  operators  (table  ^3)-     '^^  ^'^-^  ov.tlets  included  in  this 
s^orvey,  chain  grocery  stores  were  tne  only  ones  which  handled  apples 
in  cartons  and  these  were  all  of  the  ..iclntosh  and  Cortland  varieties. 

Of  the  11  nar.ied  varieties  of  western  apples,  the  Delicious  (Red 
or  Standard)  variet.y  (handled  by  60  percent )  and  the  Rome  Beauty 
(hajidled  by  13  percent)  y;ere  the  only  ones  stocked  by  more  than  6  per- 
cent of  the  outlets  which  handled  western  apples.     Only  I5  percent 
of  the  wagon  or  motor  hucksters  and  2^-  xjercent  of  the  pushcart  oj^er- 
ators  sold  western  Delicious  apples,  in  contrast  with  'jl  percent 
of  the  meat  markets  and  79  pei'cent  of  the  fruit  and  vegetable  stores. 
Chain  grocery  stores  and  raea.t  markets  merchandised  relatively  large 
quantities  of  apples  of  the  Rome  Beauty  variety. 

These  data  concerning  varietal  distribution  by  type,  of  retail 
outlet  seem  to  indica.te  a  need  for  intensive  promotional  work  with 
certain  varieties.     They  may  also  indicate  the  desirability  of 
attempting  to  concentrate  production  to  an  even  grea.ter  extent, 
in  what  apparently  are  the  most  poijular  varieties. 


Table  43.-  Proportior, 
1,513  rc 


of  stores  handling  each  variety  of  apples,  as  reported  "by 
trij.1  outlets,  1-Te'.7  York  City,  I'ToViCXiDer  1939 


Variety 


Eastern  applas; 

Earringer.  

Baldv;in  

Een  Davis  

Black  T\7ig  

"Cooking" 
Cortland  (hushel) 
Cortland  (carton) 
Crah 

Delicious  

Golden  Delicious  

Greening   

Hutbardston  

Jonathan   

King(Toirrpkir^  Eing) 
Mcintosh  f bushel) 
Mcintosh  (carton) 
Hew  York  State  - 
Nevjtov/n  Pippin 

northern  Spy  

Opalescent   

Pippin  

Bone  Beauty  

Basset  

Snovf  

Spitzenburg  

Stark   

Stayman   

Tvrenty-otmce  

Wealthy    

Wine sap   

Winter  Banana  . 

Wolf  River  

York  

Gano    . 

Intporial  '.  

liady     

Hero  

Unknjovm  e  astern 

Western  apples; 
Delicious 
Golden  Delicious 

Jonathan  

EewtoTftn.   

Borne  Beauty  

Spitzenbuxg 

Wine  sap   

Winter  Banana 

Cjiinc  e   

I^ady   

Canadian  Mcintosh 
Unknov/n  western 


Proporti,:.  cf  stores  handling  each  variety,  by 
type  CI  store  


422 
fruit 

and 
vege- 
table 
stores 


Percent 


361 
inde- 

j)endents 


23 


35 
10 
75 

7 

1 
91 

1/ 

1 


1 
1 

3 
1 
3 
4 

20 


79 

9 

I' 

1/ 


Grocery  stores 


re r cent 


15 
2 
52 

2 

69 

1/ 

3 

T 
X 

1 

2 

i 

2 
1 
1 
2 
10 


7 
1 
1 
10 
3 


277 


66 


chain  neat 


sto  res 


Per  cerdf  Per  cent 


]J  Less  than  1  percent. 


5 
1 

1 

83 

1/ 

61 

23 


1 
1 

1/ 


1 
13 

1 

22 


1/ 


67 
8 
1 
1 
27 
15 
1 


naricet£ 


21 
2 


29 


14 

8 
88 


88 


14 


91 
15 
2 

32 
9 


319 
push- 
cart 
oper- 
ators 


-r-TT- 

!  vTagon 

;  or 
motor 
huck- 
sters 


Percent 


7 

4 

1 
44 


24 


1/ 


Percent 


35 
10 

1 
13 


18 
1 
15 

4 
3 
51 


15 


All 

retail  outlets 


Total 


;rLKnaer 


3 

290 
16 
1 

6 

202 
2 
2 

315 
68 
821 
1 
53 
10 
1,037 
79 
1 
2 
90 
16 
6 
97 
1 
9 
5 
10 
39 
1 
28 
73 
24 
22 
153 
2 
1 
1 
1 
24 


912 
95 
15 
5 

195 
72 
5 
3 
1 
36 
1 
2 
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GHADZS  OF  ;^J^PLES  RZPOx^TIID  SOLD 

lYhere  pos^jible,  the  grades  of  applen  sold  "by  each  retailer  v.-ere 

identified  by  narkings  on  the  fruit  or  contrviner  as  it  nas  displayed. 

If  no  such  ./^'X-kinti's  v/f^ro  available,  the  retailer  was  a.'iod  to  indicate 

the  grades  sold. 

Out  of  the  SO'r,273  pounds  of  eastern  apples  of  all  varieties, 
exactly  three- fourths  \7yre  indicated  to  be  of  U.S.  IJo.  1  grade  or 
better,  10  percent  of  ti.e  U.   S.  llo.   2  grade,  11  nercent  were  reported 
es  ;;nfc,raded,  and  on  k  percent  the  grade  was  \nikno\;n  (table  UU),  The 
relation  of  income  to  grade  was  stri2:ingly  shovrn  when  sales  in  the 
lov/est-incoine  areas  ^.vere  contrasted  with  sales  in  the  highest-income 
neighborhoods.     In  the  lowest-income  area,s,  on].y'5S  x'srcent  of  the 
apples  were  des'cri bed  as  U.  S.  Ho.  1  or  better  compared  \.-ith  S6  iDer- 
cent  in  the  highest-income  areas.     Sales  of  ungraded  apples  made  up 
20  percent  in  the  lo\/est-income  areas  and  6  percent  in  the  hit^est— 
income  neighborhoods. 

Cut  of  147,313  pounds  of  western  a.pples,  77  percent  were  re- 
ported as  of  the  "Extra  Pancy"  grade,  11  percent  as  "Fancy",  10  per- 
cent as  "U.  S.  No.  1",  and  1  percent  as  "Choice".     The  relation  of 
income  to  grade  was  clearly  shown.     In  the  lo-.'/est-income  areas, 
only  Uo  percent  of  the  western  apples  sold  were  of  the  top  or  "Extra 
Fancy"  grade,  while  in  the  highest-income  neigiiborhoods  95  percent 
were  of  that  grade.     Sales  of  the  "Eency"  grade  averaged  'dh  percent 
in  tne  lowest-income  areas  and  4  percent  in  the  highest- income  areas. 
Of  all  western  apples  sold,  sales  in  lowest-income  areas  amounted  to 
only  £0  percent,  while  those  in  the  highest -income  neighborhoods 
were       percent.     Of  alD.  eastern  apples  sold,  about  27  percent  was 
disposed  of  in  lowest-income  areas  and  about  30  percent  in  highest- 
income  neighborhoods. 


Limited  space  permits  discussion  of  grades  for  only  a  few  lead- 
ing varieties.     Of  all  eastern  i.iclntosh  apples  sold,  ok  percent  were 
reported  as  01  U.   S.  ho.   1  grade  or  better,  only  5  percent  of  U.  S, 
l:o.   2  grade,  and  S  percent  ungraded.     In  the  lowest-income  areas,  .75 
percent  of  the  kclntosh  apples  sold  were  reported,  as  of  u.   S.   xlo.  1 
grade  or  bettor;  whereas,  in  the  highest-income  areas,  36  percent 
were  of  U.   S.  Ho.   1  grade  or  better  (table  In  the  lowest-^ 

income  areas,  the  average  realized  retail  price  for  U.   S.  Ho.  1 
Lclntosh  apples  was         cents  -pen  pound  and  in  the  highest-income 
areas  5'7^cents  per  poimd.     Ungraded  or  unc-lassified  kclntooh  apples 
made  up  lb  percent  of  sales  in  the  lowest-income  areas,  but  less  than 
1  percent  in  the  highest-income  areas.  •    •    .  . 

.  iiore  C-reenang  than  lie  Into  sh  were  .reported  to  be  U.   S.   lb.  1 
grade  or  better.     The  average  for  all  G-reening  apples  was  9O  percent. 
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In  the  lowest-incoEie  areo.s,  71  percent  of  the  Greenings  r/ere  reiDorted 
as  U.   S.  llo.  1  (and  sold  s,t  '^,Z  cent'o  per  pound)  in  contrast  vdth  95 
percent  in  the  hi. eh  est- income  areas  (where  U.   S.   llo.   1  apples  sold 
at  U.  4  cents  per  poxmd)    (table  ^6). 

Apples  of  the  Cortlr^nd  variety,  sold  by  these  retailers,  did  not 
grade  as  hija      as  either  i.lclntosh  or  Greening  apples.     Of  all  apples 
of  the  Cortland  variety  sold  weekly,  72  percent  were  reported  of 
U.   S.  iio.   1  grade,  13  percent  of  U.   S.  iio.   2  grade  and  2  percent 
ungraded  or  unclassified  (table  17) •    The  proportion  of  U.   S.  Ho.  1 
grade  Cortland  apples  sold  in  lowest- income  areas  was  5^  percent  in 
contrast  v;ith  70  percent  in  highest-income  areas. 

It  appears  that  shippers  and  possibly  consumers  were  not  as 
insistent  on  "hi.3h  qiaality"  for  Baldwin  apples  as  for  some  other 
varieties.     Only  ^2  percent  of  the  Baldwin  apples  sold  were  reported 
as  of  the  U.  S.  Wo.   1  -grade,  while  I9  percent  were  U.   3.  ITo.  2,  and 
26  percent  were  reported  as  "ungraded  or  unclassified"  (table 
In  the  lowest-income  areas,  only  I3  percent  of  Bald\;ln  sales  were  of 
the  U.   S.  ifo.  1  grade  while  I5  percent  were  of  the  U.  S.  iio.   2  grade 
and  Ul  percent  were  ungraded  or  -onclas^i  f  ied.     In  the  high  est -income 
area,  5'^  percent  of  the  Baldwin  apples  v,-ere  reported  as  U.    S.   iio.  1 
grade,  but  even  in  areas  where  consumers  presxiriiably  could  pay  tlie 
price  demanded  for  Ino.  1  apples,  tlie  sales  ran  16  percent  i\iO.  2 
grade  and  30  percent  ungraded  or  unclassified. 

Slightly  more  than  59»C)00  po\.mds  of  eastern  8,pples  of  the 
Delicious  variety  were  sola  by  tiiese  retailers  weelcly  during  l^'Iovember , 
58  percent  of  v;hich  were  ox  the  U.  S.  llo.  1  grade  and  21  percent  of  the 
U.  S.  No.  2  grade.     In  the  lowest-income  areas,  ^1-0  percent  of  the 
Delicious  apples  sold  were  reported  01  U.  S.  Ho.  1  grade  and  in  the 
highest-income  areas  9I  percent  (table  ^9)'     0'^         other  hand,  only 
3  percent  of  the  sales  were  reported  of  the  u.   3.   ilo.  2  grade  in  the 
higiiest-income  neighborhooas ,  in  contrast  with  3I  percent  in  lowest- 
income  neighborhoods, 

Of  the  112,26^  pounds  of  v;estern  apples  of  the  D'jlicious  variety 
(Standard  or  Red  Delicious)  sold  by  these  retailers,  practically  all 
were  reported  as  of  U.   S.  ITo.   1  grade  or  better  (98  percent).  Of 
the  top  grade,  however,  -  "Extra  Fancy"  -  sales  in  the  lowest-income 
areas  ran  Ul  percent  of  the  total  while  in  the  highest-income  neigh- 
borhoods they  made  up  96  percent  of  the  total  (table  50 ). 

SIZES  OE  APPLES  SOLD 

From  analysis  of  all  apples  for  which  size  data  were  available, 
it  appears  that  all  the  western  apples  were  sorted  uniformly  to  speci- 
fic sizes  in  contrast  vdth  aboxit  2  percent  of  the  eastern  apples. 
Almost  all  of  the  eastern  apples  which  had  been  sorted  into  specific 
sizes  \/ere  reported  as  Fancy  grade.     Some  of  the  eastern  apples  were 
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reported  as  sorted  into  sizes  of  less  than  2-inches  mininitun.  Compara^ 
tively  large  proportions  of  these  sizes  were  in  the  U.   S.  ilo,   2  grade. 
The  "2-I/2  inch  and  up"  size  accounted  for  65  percent  or  more  of  the 
total  quantity  of  eastern  apples  handled  for  v/hich  size  data  v/ere 
available  and  also  made  up  6g  percent  of  those  reported  as  of  the 
U.   S.  No.  1  grade.     Except  for  the  "?ancy"  grade,  the  "2-1/2  inch  and 
up"  size  was  the  most  important  for  all  knovm  grades.     Only  9  percent 
of  the  eastern  appler,  were  reported  as  smaller  than  2-1 inch 
minimum,  and  the  quantity  sold  as    larger  th^aji  a  ^-inch  minimvun  was 
small  (table  51) • 

About  t-;70-thirds  of  the  quantity  of  western  apples  hrjidled  by 
these  retailers  were  accounted  for  by  four  sj^ecixic  sizes  -  oG,  83, 
100,  and  II3  (table  ^2).     Sizes  larger  than  SO  to  the  bo:c  accounted 
for  3  percent  and  sizes  requiring  163  or  more  to  the  box  accounted 
for  about  5  percent.     Tiie  rsn^e  of  sizes  in  the  "Fane/"  and  "Zxti'a 
Fancy"  grades  was  about  the  same.    The  relative  importojice  of  these 
sizes  was  not  the  same  in  all  income  areas.     In  the  hitiiest-income 
areas,  size  SS  to  the  box  made  uii  ^-3  percent  of  the  total  in  contrast 
with  28  percent  in  the  lowest-income  areas.     Boxes  containing  more 
than  100  apples  made  up  35  percent  of  sales  of  western  a^pples  in 
lowest- income  areas  and  3I  percent  in  higliest-income  areas. 

BRAICDS  OF  APPLES  HAllDLED  BY  RETAIL3RS 

Sa^stern  Ap-ples 

The  bulk  of  eastern  apples  (63  percent  of  the  tonnai^e)  either 
was  sold  without  any  brand  name  or  under  a  brand  unknown  to  the 
retailer.     The  remaining  quantity  (29^,73^  pounds)  i;old  weekly  was 
handled  under  U5  designations  or  brands  (table  53)'    ^  o'eneral  area 
of  origin  seems  often  to  have  been  given  by  the  retailer  when  brand 
names  were  requested.     For  example,  relatively  large  quantities 
were  reported  sold  under  such  brand  names  as  "Hudson  Valley",   "I'Tew  York 
State",   "Vermont",  "Rhode  Island",  "Laleware",  "Pennsylvania",  and 
"Virginia".     It  is  probable  that  there  were  some  definite  brands, 
in  which  some  of  the  terminology  indicated  did  appear,  but  it  is  more 
likely  that  these  were,  for  the  most  part,  not  "brands"  but  merely 
descriptions  of  apple-producing,  areas.    Approximately  two-thirds  of 
the  eastern  "branded"  apples  were  designated  as  "Nev;  Yoric  State", 
and  about  I6  percent  as  "Hudson  Valley",     If  the  "brands"  of  eastern 
apples,  which  probably  referred  to  state  of  origin  rather  than  to  any 
label  on  the  product,  are  excluded,  the  actual  number  of  "brands" 
totaled  35. 

Western  Apples 

In  many  instances  the  original  container  had  been  disposed  of 
and  the  store  manager  did  not  Imow  the  brands  of  western  apples  sold 
during  the  past  week.     This  was  true  of  U16  out  of  1,392  lots  of 


-  76  - 


0) 
.—I 


I 

O  O  r^ 

o  c! 

M  «)  -p 

•U  SD  O 


L-i  cr 


0 


ti 


o 

•  H 

-P. 

O 

o 
u 


ti 

u  o\ 

'H 
■■-}  -H 
•1) 


03         r-  LO  to         r-H  Wl 


to  03  CO  ^  ^'  U5 
CO  CO  CT5  'X)  x»  ro 
O)  to       CD  O  r-H  f-1  CO 

'^f  t  ■-  l>-      tXi  £>3  to  . 


to  lO  lD  'X)  >-■.  r4l  I 


to  -1<  -ti^  03  r-H  CD'  r-l"!  I 


o 
-p 

•  H 

n 


3 

-1^ 

<A 

o 

o 

o 

a 

fH 

(1) 

.a 

P) 

o 

r  J 

« 

-|3 

t  H 

CO 

f-i 

■-> 

• 

(1) 

q 

-P 

t.) 

to 

;h 

.) 

• 

I  i  1 


I  I 


CT)  f-\  -  l^  a:)     co  i  i 


rH  CO  'J'  0")  £>  r-l  -H  ,h1 

CO  rH 


I  rH  w  m  o  C7)  I  I 


01 


li) 
CO 
CO 


p 


O  '.0  lO  -J*  CO 

rO  t  -  rH  ■  f< 

'-O  CD  :  n  lO 
rH  to  ■  t< 


I       1      I    r-H  H 


1.1  I  I 


I  I  t  I  I 


I  I  I  I  I 


•  -I  CO  O  "rH^ 


o 
o 


o 

.rH 


O 

o 

rH 


O 


to 

LO 


o 

o 


o 
o 


CO 

LO 


to 


CI 

rH 


Lf) 

o 


o 

CO 


o 
o 


o 

rH 

LO 

CD 


O 


r- 

co 


r\3 

Oi 

rH 


o 
f: 

•  H 


4(  &  &  3^  B^  &I  & 

P(    p)   0    0    d  0 

■d  'Tj  rd  rd 

t  B  S 
.  .c!  ^,  £i  ri  .q  ^  ^ 

O  O  O  CJ  o  o  o 

rt.  rt  0  ri  (3  f,  f! 

■H  -H  -ri  -H  tH  -H  .H 


:  (1)  Q) 


iNJ 


-P 

■  O 

r  I 


'j1         I  H  r-H  CO  rH 
M         lit  1 
(.X!  CNJ  CN2  CNJ  CO  to  -^t* 


•  » 

.  c^3 

.-H 

t<) 

p;i 

■rH 

■  rH 

-p 

!/) 

o 

1 

i:h 

u 

'J 

to  -H 

H 

-  rH 

o 

.-3 

rH  a 

•  H 

to 

B 

13 

o 

EH 


0) 

B 

o 


4^ 


-77  - 


0 


o 

m 

a 

0) 
N 
•H 

W  rH 

4:!  4^ 
o  c 

0) 

o 

■H 

-1-3 
Ih 

O 
Oh 
O 
^1 

P4 


Ci 

0 

0 

a 

q; 

P4 

1 

<D 

a 

s 

•i-t 

0 

0 

•r-l 

0 

5h 

C! 

Oi 

•H 

I 


a 

o 


3  > 

•  H  O 


O 


rH  rH   r^.O  r—    1  OJ 


OJIcVI  f^rH  CVI 
C\J  rH 


I  CP 


OJ 


rH  I —       CO  O 
rH   rvj  OjJrH 


CM  OJ 


cr>o  CO 

rH 


CM  OJ 


OJ  OJ|?U| 


1 


1^   I    rH  I 


OJ 


OJ 


CJ 


o 

CO 
00 


o 


OJ 


1 

rH 

-p 

-p 

<u  0 

<D 

0 

(-1 

CD 

0) 

0 

Ph 

OJjd-  OJ  O  rH  OJ 
rH  rH 


rH 


C\S  OJ 


OJI 


-p 
o 
en 


•P 

•H 

Ki 


^         rH  CO  (H  Vi3 
J-   00  J-  O  ^  O  rH 
rH  OMiO  CT^v^O  LO  r- 


ro 

\.o 


O  t^l —  00 
t^CTv  OJ  ^ 
CO  rH  KM — 


^  CO^VX) 
Ln  O  bOCTi 
1^  rH  LTM^ 


H  OJ  LTv  h- 

tH^ 


rH 


CO  K>0  LPs 


00  t^rH 


OJ 
OJ 


rH 


Xi 
-P 


•  rH 

CO 

•  • 


O 

a 

0) 

o 

•H 

-P 
J-i 

O 

ft 

o 


O 


05  >s 

»H  o 

-p  a 


o  X 

•H  O 

•H  ft 

m 

<D  -P 

0)  o 

N  O 

•H  w 

03 


t  LO  I  r—  I 

LO 


OJ 


I     I     I  Oi 


OJ 


I    I  OJ  CO  CO- — . 

^~\rH  OJlrH 


I     I     I  I 


"00)  rH  J-   rOrH  rH 

00 


LOcr\<X)  OJ 


LO 


rH  OJ  ^  rH  rH  rH 
rH  rOOOlrH 


rOOM —  LO 
rH 


00  OJ  OJ  


f-i 

0) 

""^  ^  00  O  CO  O 

t:)  u>  t—  CO  DO  cr\  o 

d  rH 


rOLO  CO  O 

rH  OJ  rO  LO 


a 

LO 


O 
EH 


-P 

O 
EH 


:  a 

w 

hOO  CO  rH 
CO  a>  rH  Ci 
rH  rH  rH  OJ  -P 
O 
EH 


CO 

d 

co 

0 

rH 

P4 

0 

W 

0 

rH 

d 

0 

rH 

LO 
VD 


-P 

O 

en 


•H 

-p 


cr 


05 
■p 
o 

en 


CQ  05  -P 

0)  o 

-p  d 

rH  03  CO 

O  W  0) 

d  <D  O 

HH  P 


rHlOj] 


w 
<u 
/-I 

c 
cu 
w 

0) 

Cm 

o 


03 

d 


m 

(0 
rH 

fn 

Q) 

m 

03 

(D 

Cm 
o 


w 

G) 


o 

+> 

OS 

U3 


..'^ 

o 

cn 

o 

r-l 

cn 

s 

(-, 

r-l 

m 

w 

o 

ai 

rH  ^. 

•H 

w 

0) 

c« 

oi 

rt 

1 

0  f 

( — I 

a 

r-l 

r? 

03 

-p 

rH 

o 

o 

1 

Td  -p 

'  H 

•r-a 

o 

o 

o 

o3  c/i 

0) 

rt 

Q) 

p. 

o 

o 

.w 

CJ 

-p 

•P 

-p 

o 

o 

f-. 

(H 

CO 

C/3 

CO 

CO  J 

m 

CO 

CO 

EH 

fH 

EH 

EH 

FH 

E-i 

o  :« 


rt  rt 

•rl  .H 

fr<  IH 


o3 

rH 

o 

<D 

•H 

rH 

rt 

u 

in 

•H 

o 

Q) 

o 

w 

O 

rt 

O 

-p 

Ph 

Q1 

O 

rH 

w 

03 

rH 

rH 

rH 

1 

r-J 

rt 

oi 

o 

f^i 

rH 

e 

1 

rt 

Ph 

5-1 

•p 

rH 

O 

CD 

o 

o 

■  H 

■rH 

C' 

(D 

CD 

o3 

Cli 

CD 

•H 

O 

-P 

a 

» — 1 

M 

t-5 

»-3 

•-D 

a 

fH 


■d       r3  ■ 

rt  rH 

O  CD  O 

S  C^  O 

cd  o  t>s 

.^^  O  ^  03 

O  cil  cn  ^ 


(D 

p., 


O 

W  >-< 

rH                CD  Q)  -P  .M 

rH   M  f>0  ;:i  -H  CJ 

0   .H  .H  rH  i-H  ^  p! 

pq  pq  m  pq  m  pp 


r-l  rH 
03  -J 
•P  'm 
•H  0) 

Ph 

Oi  03 


CD 
(U 

rt 
o 

•H 

Ph 

(D 
fn 

0) 


m 

o3 

-P 

-p 

rt 

05 

(D 

rt 

-ri 

•P 

(H 

Qj 

•H 

rt 

o 

rt 

CO 

(b 

,rt 

rt 

+^ 

CO 

o3 

■P 

o 

05 

rH 

^ 

W 

> 

ch 

°8 

C/3 

(D 

■d 

rH 

o 

hH 

O 

fH 

!>1 

rt 

03 

CD 

o3 

CD 

4:^ 

rt 

B 

^d 

o 

rt 

■  H 

^-> 

o 

5) 

o 

u 

CD 

fn 

p! 

o 

Ps 

Ph 

PM 

•C)  Ks>  'i:)  <::> 


a 

u 

0) 


^  0)  -H 
U) 

o3  O  fH 

o  o  o 


o 
o 


rt 

rt 

0 

0 

fn 

+^ 

+-> 

rt 

rt 

•H 

•H 

■H 

■Td 

QJ 

^. 

4-1 

rt 

'd 

t/) 

CO 

05 

_03 

3: 

cti 

re 

cC  U 

,y  <D 

o  rt 

rt  rt 


0) 

a 

•H 


44 
•P 

•H 

rt 

<D 
tsj 


>>,  cn 

o  0) 


M 

0 

0) 

Ph 

-p 

fH 

>» 

CD 

rH 

•H 

rH 

a 

(D 

a 

<D 

fH 

Ph 

a; 

-P 

rt 

(D 

ch 

rt 

fH 

0 

•  H 

EH 

-P 

03 

o3 

(D 

•H 

rt 
o3 

a- 

-d 

rH 

rt 

rt 

•H 

03 

M 

OJ 

■  H 

fH 

c^ 

0 

Ph 

Ph 

Ph 

(D 

pH 

•p 

rH 

0; 

rH 

d 

Pil 

•H 

rt 

1 

rt 

PH 

0 

rH 

1 

0 

03 

-d 

43 

C/3 

>:> 

0 

•H 

0 

0 

rt 

rt 

0 

to 

•  H 

03 

fH 

rt  fH 

rt 

Ul 

,^ 

fH 

rt 

0    0  rH 

0 

iH 

0 

0 

0 

:S  rH 

0 

•rl 

rH 

Ph 

rH 

CO 

o3 

fH 

4J 

0 

•H 

rH 

-P 

•H 

rt  -p  ;5 

o3 

^H 

,rt 

0 

rt 

rt 

0  -  ,y 

a 

> 

•H 

-p 

rt 

rt 

•H 

rt 

Ph  rt  0 

■p 

0 

0 

05 

03 

CO 

o5 

0 

0    G  d 

o3 

rH 

0 

tH 

fH 

►5 

Q 

P  P 

p-n 

P^l 

Ph 

ci) 

to 
'd 

f-H 


•p 

•H 

•-:) 

0 

ros . 

'd 

m 

• 

fH 

05 

Ph 

•H 

0 

0 

•P 

•rH 

> 

rt 

CO 

fH 

> 

rt 

rt 

CO 

•  H 

o5 

0 

•rl 

0 

■rl 

rH 

rt 

a 

+J 

rt 

rt 

a 

f^O 

rH 

0 

•rH 

fH 

fH 

0 

d 

0 

0 

•H 

CO 

CO 

CO 

EH 

EH 

EH 

■H 

O 

>H 

l>a  0 

O   -P  -H  IS 

rt  rH  0 

0    d    fH  ^ 

rt  o  03 

o  o  ci)  rt 

■p  f-i 

to  0    -  0 

rH    rt  -P 

rH    !>a  0  to 

03    03    0  0 

tS:  ^  :«  is: 


rrt 
O 

fn 


!>5 
■P 


o 
o 

0 
■p 

•H 


0  to 

rHtJ 
rH  fH 

C3  C(3 

O 

-P  fH 

do 
o 


0 

CO  to 
0  o 
O  rt 

<J  rO 


PP 


■  H 
+:> 
O 
«  0 

0  rt 
(0  rt 

03  o 

o  o 


0 
rt 

Is 

rH 
0 


m 

a 

u 

>s 

03 

0 

Ph 

(1> 

© 

rH 

rt 

rH 

rt 

rH 

H 

•H 

rH 

0 

to 

o5 

rH 

rH 

Ph 

•H 

> 

•H 

H 

0 

rH 

rt 

-••■I 

rH 

rt 

•H 

fH 

1 

•r) 

rt 

"lb 

•H 

0 

:^ 

0 

rt 

0 

(H 

a 

0 

rH 

0 

CO 

0 

-p 

to 

'r' 

rH 

•P 

a 

a 

05 

•  H 

rH 

0'. 

•rl 

•H 

0 

rt 

•H 

P-l 

P-H 

M 

lit 

tl1 

►H 

a 

Ih 

c6 
Ph 


1-^ 


CO 

a 

rt 

Si 

Ph 

rH 
rH 

o3 
4:1 
to 
rt 


0 

•H 

rt 

to  O 
4^ 


rt 

0 

-P 


-P 

0  rt 

to  o3 

^r. 

O  rH 

03  0 

to  ^ 

CO  X 

03  03 


to  rt 

Td    •  p 

rt  W  o 

03  ;s; 

,rt  rtw 

o  0 

rt   -P  CO 

O  0  rt 

rt  -H 

4:>  o3 

•H     -  4^ 

rt  rH  rt 

rt  rH  d 
000 

s  s  a 


-  79  - 


western  apples,  or  about  27  percent  of  the  total  tonnage  sold.  The 
remaining  tonnage,  a^-gregating  102,819  pounds  v/eekly,  v;as  identified 
under  81  "brand"  names,  v/hich  v;ill  be  found  listed  in  alphabetical 
order  in  table  53*    '^^^  largest  volume  of  apples  reported  handled 
under  any  one  brand  w?s  poiijads  per  v;eek.    Ten  brands  accounted 

for  68  percent  of  the  weekly  volume  of  western  apples,  which  v;as 
identified  as  to  brand.    Nine  more  brands  accounted  for  an  additional 
l6  percent.     In  other  words,  1'9  brands  accounted  for  about  8^  per- 
cent of  the  sales  of  all  western  apples  per  week  which  could  be  iden- 
tified as  to  brand.     This  means  that  the  62  remaining  brands  accounted 
for  only  l6  percent  of  all  sales  of  v/estern  apples  by  brand. 

The  degree  to  which  some  of  the  brands,  which  are  v/ell  knovm  in 
the  western  apple-producing  sections,  actually  cover  the  ilev/  York  City 
market,  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  considerable  controversy.    The  fol- 
lowing analysis  of  the  operations  of  7  large  v/estern  shipping  organi- 
zations may,  therefore,  be  of  interest.     These  7  shipping  organiza- 
tions accounted  for  6^  percent  of  the  tonnage  for  v/hich  brand  infor- 
mation was  available,  and  they  supplied  69  percent  of  the  retailers 
with  a  part  or  all  of  the  western  apples  handled. 

No  one  of  these  7  shipping  organizations  supplied  more  than  I3 
percent  of  the  total  quantity  of  western  apples  sold  under  an  iden- 
tifiable brand  and  one  supplied  only  k  percent  (table  5^).    No  one 
shipping  organization  alone  succeeded  in  supplying  as  many  as.  one- 
fifth  of  tne  retailers. 

The  extent  of  coverage  of  the  retail  outlets  by  these  7  ship- 
ping organizations  varied  considerably.     Shipper  "E"  had  a  32  per- 
cent coverage  and  Shipper  "A"  a  23  percent  coverage  in  the  very 
highest-income  neigaborhoods ...  in  contrast  with  7  percent  by  Shipper 
"G"  and  8  percart  by  Shipp&r  "F".     Shipper  "B"  had  fairly  uniform 
coverage  in  all  income  area.s,  but  Ship;^r  "E"  covered  only  9  percent 
of  the  low-inoome  area  outlets  in  compcxrison  v/ith  32  percent  of  the 
highest-income  area  outlets.     Shipper  "D"  had  about  the  same  cover- 
age in  the  lov/est-income  and  in  the  highest-income  areas,  but  rela- 
tively poor  covera.ge  in  medium-income  neighborhoods  (table  5!3)* 
Shipper  "C"  had  a  coverage  of  only  2  percent  in  lowest-income  areas 
and  of  15  percent  in  the  highest-income  neighborhoods.     Data  were 
not  sufficiently  detailed  to  indicate  to  v/hat  degree  differences  in 
the  apples  supplied  by  each  shipper  accounted  for  differences  in  dis- 
tribution. 

Analysis  of  the  quantities  of  apples  supplied  to  retailers  by 
each  shipper  weekly  shov/s  that  (l)  only  one  shipper  attained  average 
sales  per  outlet  which  ecual.ed  or  exceeded  one  box  per  day  and  that 
only  in  the  lowest-income  area;  (2)  sales  per  outlet  averaged  less 
than  one-half  box  per  day  in  about  tv;o-thirds  of  the  groups;  and  (3) 
the  largest  average  sales  per  outlet  for  the  entire  group  of  seven 
shippers  occurred  in  the  lowest  and  in  the  highest-income  areas 
(table  56). 
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Table  3^.     ".quantities  of  western  ax)ples,  suppliod  "by  specified  shippers 
aiid.  sold  under  specific  brands  weekly  as  reported  "by  g3^  I'e- 
tail  oatlets,  Ne-v  York  City,  l.'oveir.lDer  I939  l/ 


of  brands 

Quantities 

sola  weekly 

Tro-nortion  of 
ton:  "".age 

Shipper 

supplied 
by  shipper 

Pov.nds 

3o:ces 

identified 
as  to  brand  • 

Percent 

"A" 

2 

215 

9 

11311 

1 

13, ^Bo 

12 

HQ  It 

7.591 

172 

7 

I'D" 

1 

S,22S 

187 

7 

"E" 

2 

12,692 

-r,3-9 

39, 065 

293 

99 

12 

II J 11 

J. 

k 

"  G"   

I 

ethers  2/ 

71 

gss 

36 

Total  above 

1 

108,619 

2,-73 

ICQ 

Brajids  Unlino^m  ' 

i 

 z  i 

39,502 

595 

! 
i 

Total   1 

1 

j 

i 

1^^5,321 

3,371 

!_/  Conulete  or  partially  complete  brand  information  was  obtained  from 
70^  retail  outlets. 


2/  This  group  of  "Other"  shippers  is  not  given  individual  mention 
because  of  small  vol"'Jime.     Only  5  of  these  71  brands  were  sold  in  quan- 
tities of  over  50  bo:ces  per  week  and  36  brands  sold  in  quantities  of 
less  than  5  boxes  ijqt  week. 
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Delicious  variet;/; 

Tne  Deliciou.-  (Standard  ,'\r.d  lied  Le-iicious)  variety  made  up 
76  percent  of  the  western  apple  tonxiage  sold  weekly  b/  the  retailers 
included  in  this  aurvejr.    Analysis  01  brand  information  indicatee 
that  66  percent  of  the  retailers  hajidled  jelicious  o.pples  shipped 
by  one  or  i^iore  ox"  the  7  shipper's  or;i;ani zations  ;^.r0viously  discussed. 
This  percentat^e  va.ried  soaiev;hat  according  to  income  from  59  pei'cent 
in  the  lowest-incoiiie  areas  to  75  percent  in  the  hi _>i est- income  areas. 

Approximately  60  percent  of  all  apples  of  the  Delicious  variety 
supolied  by  the  7  shipping;;  organizations  and  sold  by  ovtlets  located 
in  tjie  hi;jiie3t-inc0iiie  areas,  v/ere  reported  to  be  Extra  Fancy  grade, 
size  100  and  larger.     Although  the  average  price  paid  by  consumers 
for  v/estern  Delicious  ai^ples,  size  100  and  larger,  r/as  7-9  cents 
per  pound,  the  averat.:e  price  paid  for  tonuage  supplied  by  Shipper 
"A"  v.'as  6.7  cents  and  for  that  supplied  by  Shipper  "Z"  0.8  cents 
per  pound  (table  57)-     Prices  paid  by  consuiners  for  Delicious  apples 
supplied  by  the  other  specified  shippers  ranged  from  7-5  "to  'o.2  cents 
per  pound.     These  wide  differences  in  ret.-'.il  prices  v/ere  not  the 
result  of  similarly  wide  differences  in  purchase  prices.     lor  example, 
the  a.verage  cost  price  to  retailers  for  Delicious  apples  supplied 
by  Shipper  "A"  was  h52.  2S  per  box  ana  the  cost  for  ap"ples  supplied 
by  Shipper  "E"  was  almost  the  s;ime  -  $2.35  P^^r  box.     The  difference 
in  gross  retail  margin  totaled  06  cents  per  box  or  almost  2  cents 
per  pound. 

Similar  comparisons  of  the  sales  at  retail  of  the  cfaantities  of 
western  Delicious  api^les,  size  100  or  larger,  suijplied  by  these  7 
shipi3ers  to  each  type  of  outlet  showed  that  consumers  paid  S.  6  cents 
per  pound  to  fruit  and  vegetable  store  operators,  0.3  cents  in 
independent  groceries  and  6.4  cents  to  chain  stores  for  Delicious 
apples  sujjplied  by  ShipiDer  "A".     Comparable  prices  for  Delicious 
apples  supplied  by  ShiToer  ".!]"  were  5. 4  cents,  9.O  cents,  and.  3.0 
cents,  respectively. 

SIZES  OF  uESTEail  APPLES  AiS  PRICES 

It  has  long  been  the  custom  for  carlot  buyers  of  northwestern 
apples  to  "discount"  the  larger  sizes  of  a,pple3  in  comvo.rison  with 
medium  sizes.     Cooperative  officials  have  frequently  nuestioned  the 
extent  to  which  such  discounts  were  .justifiable.     Analysis  of 
sales  by  retailers  in  hew  Yox-k  City  seems  to  indicate  th;,t  a  valid 
reason  may  exist  for  such  practices. 

Large  differences  in  retail  piuces  paid  by  cons^amers  existing 
daring  ilovember,  193^i  (table  53).     The  average  price  paid  by  con- 
sumers for  "Extra  Fanc^^"  \;estern  apples  of  the  Delicious  variety 
was  lowest  in  the  lov/est  income  areas;  that  is,  the  large  sizes 
averaged  5- S  cents  per  po'^ind  in  lowest  income  areas  in  contrast 
with  7-9  cents  per  po\md  in  the  higlriest -incoiue  areas.     Tlie  average 
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Tatle  57-  ~  Prices  paid  for  western  apples  of  the  Delicious  variety 
(ictra  Faiicy  grade  —  sizes  100  and  larger)  supplied  "by 
specified-  shippers  axid  sold  mider  specific  brands,  as 
reported  by  I97  retail  outlets  in  the  highest- income 
areas  of  ITew  Yoiic  City,  ilovember  1939 
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price  per  po'JJid  paid  by  consuuners  for  Kedium  sizes  was  higher  than 
xor  the  larf^er  sizeo  in  each  of  the  3  incoine  areas.     The  average 
price  pp.id  by  consniier?  for  all  incon:e  areas  was  'f .  2  cents  per 
po'ond  for  lart;e  sizes  aiid  J.G  cents  per  pound  for  rnedivjm  sizes. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  cost  of  these  apples  laid  down  at  the 
retail  store  averaged  io;7er  for  the  large  sizes  than  for  liediura 
sizes  in  the  lowest,  mediMjn-low,  and  medium-hidi  incoriie  areas 
(table  large  sizes  cost  retailers  more  than  inediun  sizes 

the  t\70  hi^^i est- income  areas.     Except  in  the  lov/est-incorne  areas, 
gross  retail  margins  obtained  by  these  retailers  averaged  highest 
on  the  ii'iediu.Ti  sizes,     oince  consumers  generally  paid  j:;ore  per  pound 
for  rnediujii  sizes  a^id  retailers  obtained  higher  average  retail  i^iar- 
gins  on  niediuii  sizes,   "discounting"  tne  larger  sizes  by  carlot  buy- 
ers seems  justified. 

SOURCES  or  SUPPLY  CP  APPLES  HA1IDL2D  31  ILjDSPE.iDSl.iT  HETAILERS  S/ 

Information  was  nade  available  by  independent  retailers  to 
indicate  the  sources  of  supply  of  G27i^23  pounds  of  eastern  apples 
and  105.7b'9  pounds  01  •..estern  ap'vles,  sold  weekly  during  ICove-mber, 
1939- 

For  eastern  apples,   the  major  knoTOi  source  of  supply  was  the 
large  '."ashington  Street  La.rket  on  lower  west~side  IviarJiat tan  at 
which  37  percent  of  the  apples  were  piorchased  by  25  percent  of  the 
retail  outlets  (table  ^9).     The  Bronx  Terminal  Market  ranked  sec- 
ond, accoimting  for  24  percent  of  the  quantity  handled  and  also 
was  patronized  by  2^  percent  of  the  retailers.     The  Jo,liabout  Mar- 
ket was  also  an  important  source  of  supply,  but  purchases  at  the 
Gansevoort  Market  were  insignificant.     Only  about  k  percent  of 
the  quantity  handled  was  purchased  at  the  retail  store,  but  11 
percent  of  the  stores  obtaiiied  ea-stei-n  apples  in  this  /iianner. 

Of  all  v/estern  apples  handled,  h'j,  percent  was  piirchased  in 
the  TJashington  Street  ivlarket  on  lower  west-side  MarJaattan  by  2o 
percent  of  the  retail  outlets.     The  Bronx  Terminal  Market  was 
the  second  most  i^rportanf  source  of  supply  for  i^estern  apples, 
being  patronized  by  about  one-nuarter  of  the  retailers  who  bought 
13  percent  of  the  total  western  apple  purchases  there.  Thirteen 
percent  of  these  retailers  (about  1  in  7)  bought  v/estern  apples 
at  the  retail  store  door,  aiid  I5  percent  bought  on  the  'Jallabout 
Market.     As  miglit  be  expected,  practices  of  individual  stores  var- 

ied  considerably,  both  within  and  betv/een  .types  of  stores.  

0/  Sources  of  suppl:--  for  chain  stores  will  be  given  in  a 
later  report  on  this  study. 
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irjiMBER  0?  IT2..S  liAlIDLZD  PER  RE? AIL  CUTLZT 

As  pointed  out  in  previous  reports  '±1  each  fruit  handled  by  a 
retailer  i3  Jur.t  one  luore  item  insoT?ar  as  iliat  retailer  is  concerned, 
With  so  many  different  iter.s  to  be  Merchandised,  it  i^  to  be  expected 
that  iraiiy  retailers  are  unfamiliar  v;ith  the  virtuej  oi  each  fruit. 
The  v.onder  is  tnat  soji-.e  retailers  do_  concentra.te  froiu  tinie  to  time 
on  selling  a  particular  fruit,  even  thougli  little  or  nothing  is 
done  by  producers  and  the  produce  trade  in  general  to  l^elp  in  such 
efforts. 

The  number  of  items  carried  in  stock  by  I'etailers  depends 
largely  on  the  type  of  retail  outlet,  and  the  season  of  the  year. 
Grocery  stores  seem  to  furnish  the  best  exa':;voles  of  these  principles. 
Tlie  average  number  of  iteias  on  the  shelves  of  independent  grocery 
stores  during  iiovembor  1'339  ^"^^s  6I9,  but  stores  in  the  lov/est- income 
areas  handled  an  average  of  only  33^  items,  in  contrast  \7ith  9IS 
items  in  highest-inco.ne  neighborhoods  (table  Go).     Chain  grocery 
stores  averaged         items  per  store  in  lov/est-income  areas  and 
1,232  in  highest-incoine  neigJiborhoods. 

All  types  of  retail  outlets,  except  wagon  or  motor  hucksters 
and  pushcart  operators,  reported  tJie  handling  of  a  substantially 
larger  number  of  iteus  per  outlet  during  Hovember  as  compared  v;ith 
August.     Jor  exarple,  fruit  and  vegetable  stores  averaged  53  items 
per  store  in  iiug-ast  and  1,1^6  per  store  in  Hovember.     In  other 
words,  the  mmber  of  food  it.^iEs  competing  with  a  single  fruit,  such 
as  apples,  oranges,  etc.  ,  which  is  extremely  large  at  anr/  time,  was 
even  greater  in  hovember  than  in  August. 

These  data  concerning  n^"aab'3r  of  items  handled  per  retail  oiitlet 
lend  additional  emphasis  to  the  conclusions  set  forth  in  previous 
reports,  \7hich    are  repeated  here  because  they  are  considered  impor- 
taiit.     Zvon  casual  observation  of  retailing  practice  ..aices  it  clea-r 
that  cooperative  associations,  growers,  and  others  should  not  expect 
retailers  of  their  ov/n  volition  to  be  fully  informed,  enthusiastic 
salesmen  for  their  products.     It  is  doubtful  whether  an^''  clerk  can 
kno\7  the  merits  of  even  90  items  in  a  hit-,h-income  frait  and  vegetable 
store,  let  alone  about  1,000  item.s  in  a  chain  grocery  store  in  a 
similar  area.     It  is  a  rriatter  of  common  observation  that  retailers 
push  those  items  on  which  ti-ey  are  afforded  sales  helps  and  which 
they  consider  reasonaoly  profitable.     If  retailers  ar.d  their  clerks 
are  to  become  enthusiastic  and  \.-ell-info i^med  salesmen  of  any  one 
fruit,  it  seems  that  sOiiie  interested  group  must  prepare  attractive 
sales  programs  and  display  material,  and  inauce  retailers  to  use 

th  em.        

I     See  references  cited  in  footnote  6.  oa.se 
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V.Tiolesalers  and  jobbors,  each  with  v.'ido  lines  of  vrockice  to  rner- 
chanrlise,  cannot  be  exoected  to  concentrate  jales  efforta  on  a 
single  product.     If  ti'o  job  is  to  be  done,  it  \vi3.1  probably  have 
to  be  conceived,  and  carried  out  by  f.;roups  of  growers  (coo_;era- 
tivelj''  or  otherwise)  end  directed.  prii!io.rily  at  tlie  consuriers  ' 
main  source  of  supplies  -  the  retailer. 
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